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COPY DATE FOR AUGUST SEGMENT IS  
4th JULY 2022 

EDITORIAL 
 

Potholes are still a big problem especially on the not so major roads. The local 
councils seem very slow when it comes to repairing them, which are not done 
very well and the first bit of frost and snow we get, the hole is back. Try to avoid 
them when you can, but remember, never compromise safety. 

Hopefully by the time that you read this, Associate training will have started 
again after the lifting of the Covid restrictions. It will be great to get back to some 
semblance of normality on the road again after over a year of little activity. 

Stay safe and enjoy your driving. 

VAST MAJORITY OF MOTORISTS 
WANT SPEED CAMERAS TO 
CHECK TAX, INSURANCE AND 
MOT, STUDY FINDS 

The vast majority of motorists would 
like to see speed cameras also used 
to check the tax, insurance and MOT 
status of passing vehicles, according 
to a new study. 

A survey of 2,000 motorists by road 
safety charity IAM RoadSmart found that 89 per cent would be in favour of using 
existing technology to catch drivers flouting the law. 

Some major roads and police have automatic number plate recognition (ANPR) 
cameras that check vehicles against a database, but motorists would be in 
favour of expanding this functionality to more locations. 

Neil Greig, director of policy and research at IAM RoadSmart, said the findings 
showed ‘that law-abiding citizens are totally in favour of a zero-tolerance 
approach when it comes to catching those who are a menace to other motorists 
on UK roads’. 

He added: “The inconvenience, as well as pain and financial misery uninsured 
drivers often inflict on other road users should not be overlooked, meaning we 
should be doing all we can to deter and punish drivers who think the rules don’t 
apply to them. 

“It is well known that enforcing ‘paperwork’ offences often leads to the detection 
of other more serious crimes. This is why we support drivers in their calls for 
cameras to be used against those who violate the rules of the road.” 

The figures come from IAM RoadSmart’s annual Safety Culture Report. Other 
findings include 82 per cent agreeing that speed cameras should automatically 
fine drivers who drive more than 10mph above the limit in school zones and 
urban areas. 

There was also support for this to apply in residential areas and motorways, but 
not quite in such high numbers, with 78 and 64 per cent respectively. 
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OBSERVATION 
Observation: A basic skill of advanced driving. Good powers of observation 
demand practice, concentration and thought. Your eyesight should conform to 
the legal minimum (the ability to read a number plate at 20.5m (67ft) and you 
should know at a glance what any road traffic sign is telling you and react if 
necessary. Dropping further back from large vehicles in front enables you to see 
more of the road and traffic ahead. Gentle adjustment of road position can 
improve sight lines through bends, particularly in country areas.  

Selective Observation: Good observation is essential but the refinement of this 
skill is learning to be selective in what is observed and to distinguish what should 
be acted upon and what can be ignored. There is a range of visual information 
that helps us to become safer drivers. 

 Allow for changes in the road surface that will affect grip e.g. mud outside a 
farm or leaves on the road. 

 Parked vehicles; doors may open, pedestrians may emerge from between 
the vehicles, cars may pull out. 

 A line of telephone poles can give advance warning of a bend (beware that 
occasionally they can track straight on while the road bends). Note that 
cyclists can wobble or steer around potholes or drains as you pass. 

 Children can dash into the road without looking. An older person might not 
see or hear you coming. A dog off a lead could do anything. 

 Pedestrians in wet weather often hurry for shelter or keep their heads down 
in rain. Give them extra attention.  

 A parked vehicle with its reversing lights on is likely to move backwards. 

 Drop further back from a driver ahead trying to overtake when there is no 
opportunity. 

 Drop further back from a driver ahead who is paying more attention to finding 
a particular address in town than to the road. 

 Reflections in a shop window at a junction or corner can show you an 
approaching vehicle before you actually see it. 

Rear Observation: Your mirrors should be used to study the speed and 
distance of vehicles behind over a long distance. Always make rear-view checks 
when the situation ahead is safe, giving extra thought to their timing when traffic 
and road conditions ahead are changing quickly. Supplement your use of the 
interior mirror with the door mirrors as well. If you are uncertain of the situation in 
mirror blind spots (e.g.  joining a motorway),  glance over your shoulder as well. 

ORIGINS OF IDIOMS 

Break the ice 

Meaning: To end conflict or initiate friendship. 

Origin: This phrase originates from the 1580s, referring to the carving of ice to 
create passages for ships on trade routes. Oftentimes, the ships would get stuck 
in the ice during the winter. The receiving country would send small ships to 
‘break the ice’ in order to make way for the trade ships. 
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WHY DRIVING THROUGH PUDDLES 
RISKS A FINE OR PENALTY 
POINTS 

Getting soaked by a car splashing 
through a big puddle could potentially 
ruin your outfit – and ruin your day.  

However, the law is on your side and 
the driver could actually come off 
worse. They risk a fine, or even points 
on their driving licence. 

Even so, one in three motorists admit to having splashed pedestrians while 
driving, either intentionally or by accident. 

Making a splash 

Comparison website Uswitch undertook a survey of more than 1,200 drivers to 
discover what drivers do when faced with puddles.  

One in 18 UK drivers from the sample said they had deliberately soaked a 
pedestrian by driving through water. Those aged between 17 and 24 were more 
likely to commit the act, with 32 percent admitting to it. 

Whilst almost half of those asked (45 percent) said they would feel remorse, this 
was not consistent across the country. Scottish drivers were most remorseful, 
but those from Yorkshire were most likely to feel no guilt. 

What does the law say? 

Splashing pedestrians can be an offence of careless or inconsiderate driving, 
covered by section 3ZA of the Road Traffic Act 1988.  

Inconsiderate driving is the simpler offence to prove. It needs only to show that 
someone else has been inconvenienced by your actions. 

It is used where ‘driving amounts to a clear act of incompetence, selfishness, 
impatience or aggressiveness, in addition to some other inconvenience’. 

The Crown Prosecution Service also makes specific reference to ‘driving 
through a puddle causing pedestrians to be splashed’ in its guidance for road 
traffic offence charging decisions. 

Money down the drain 

Given 33 percent of pedestrians would report drivers to the police for splashing 
them, the risk of punishment is real. Smartphones and CCTV add to the 
potential for incriminating evidence, too.  

For the simplest offences, drivers could be issued a £100 fine and have three 
penalty points added to their licence. However, a court could impose a fine of up 
to £5,000 in the most serious cases. 

Having a motoring conviction also means insurers will see you as a greater risk, 
so your premium could increase. 

HUMOUR IN UNIFORM 
Police in Orpington are concerned about a lunatic who thinks that he is a tent 
and has been knocking on doors asking people if they can put him up for the 
night. 
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NEW ASSOCIATES 

Welcome to the following new Associates who have recently joined the Group:- 

Stephanie Doyle Chris Rauchegger Khurram Javed 

Peter Blake             Graham Long  

TEST PASSES 

Congratulations to the following who have recently passed their IAM RoadSmart 
test:- 

Andrew Poulter  Michael Kidd Cavit Erginsoy  

Roy French              Tony Costin (1st) 

FALLING ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL ISN’T THE ONLY DANGER WHEN 
DRIVING TIRED, STUDY FINDS 

The dangers of driving tired are well-known, but new research suggests it’s not 
just the risk of falling asleep at the wheel that’s a concern. 

Researchers have found that tired drivers have poor hazard perception, speed 
control and awareness of other road users. 

Motoring magazine Auto Express took to a state-of-the-art simulator at 
Southampton University, driving a virtual Land Rover Discovery Sport. 

Researchers found that the most tired driver averaged speeds 63 per cent 
higher than their more alert tester, frequently breaking speed limits. On top of 
this, the tired driver would brake more often, as their ability to comprehend 
hazards ahead was diminished. 

At one point, the tired driver confused a European speed limit sign that read 
90kph and ended up driving at 90mph in a built-up area. 

The magazine’s deputy consumer editor Tristan Shale-Hester went without 
sleep for 24 hours before taking the test, with his driving compared to a well-
rested colleague. Remaining awake throughout, he thought he was driving 
safely and reacting in good time. 

Tristan said: “I thought I’d done well because I felt reasonably alert and didn’t 
have any accidents, but analysis showed that my driving was actually very poor. 

“My reactions were much less smooth than they normally would be while driving, 
and sometimes jerky. I wasn’t thinking ahead or doing any forward planning as 
one ought to on the road. And my average speed of 38.8 mph was considerably 
faster than my colleague, who averaged 23.8 mph.” 

Rich McIlroy, senior research fellow in transportation and human factors at 
Southampton University, analysed the driving and said Tristan’s approach to 
hazards was sometimes to accelerate around them, while his fresher colleague 
would spot the hazard earlier and adjust his speed accordingly to avoid any 
issues. 

Road safety charity Brake says fatigue is ‘a major cause of road crashes in the 
UK’ and points to police statistics that show that is the cause of four per cent of 
fatal road crashes. Meanwhile, worldwide it is estimated fatigue is responsible 
for up to 20 per cent of all road crashes. 
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1 IN 2 MOTORISTS LOSE MONEY BY 
ALLOWING CAR INSURANCE TO 
AUTO-RENEW  
Loyalty to their existing car insurance 
company potentially cost UK drivers £830 
million in 2021.  
Research by price comparison website 
MoneySuperMarket finds that 52 percent 
of drivers allowed their insurance policy to 
renew automatically last year.  
This led to an average cost increase of £49 for each of the 17 million drivers that 
remained with the same insurer. 
Drivers are on autopilot 
MoneySuperMarket surveyed 2,000 drivers, with 52 percent of those asked 
stating they didn’t bother shopping around for a new insurance quote. This 
represents a 27 percent increase from the 41 percent who auto-renewed in 
2020. 
A quarter (25 percent) of those questioned said they did get other quotes, 
but opted to remain with their insurer for ease. This marked a 20 percent 
increase compared to the year before.  
Some 14 percent believed changing insurer takes too much effort, with almost 
one in five (19 percent) arguing there is no real saving. 
Worryingly, 48 percent said they did not recall seeing their insurer compare their 
new policy price to the previous one. This is despite a change in FCA rules to 
make this mandatory when renewing. 
Shop around to save 
The average price rise for car insurance premiums also jumped by 17 percent, 
from £42 in 2020 to £49 last year. One in 10 of those surveyed saw an increase 
in their annual policy of between £50 and £75. Some 12 percent of drivers saw 
between £76 and £100 added to their premium. 
Drivers in London reported the largest increases, with an average of £79 added. 
Welsh motorists escaped with the smallest price rise, typically seeing £31 extra 
charged. 
Sara Newell, car insurance expert at MoneySuperMarket, commented: “While 
we have seen the introduction of the FCA’s new rules on price walking – which 
are intended to level the playing field for consumers – it’s important that drivers 
don’t rely on such measures to reduce their premiums. 
“We’ll monitor the impact of the FCA’s new measures over the coming months, 
but the fact remains that shopping around is always going to be the most 
effective way of keeping your costs down.” 

STRANGE BUT TRUE 

It was the accepted practice in Babylon 4,000 years ago that for a month after 
the wedding, the bride's father would supply his son-in-law with all the mead he 
could drink. 

Mead is a honey beer and because their calendar was lunar based, this period 
was called the honey month, which we know today as the honeymoon. 
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THANK-YOU ADRIAN 
At the age of 95 observer Adrian King is “hanging up his keys” after over 40 
years observing with the South Eastern Group at both Bromley and Orpington 
Centres. 
Adrian and his wife Celia live in Bromley and he was Head of Geography at 
Eltham Hill Girls Grammar School (as it was called then). 
I am sure that those of you who had the pleasure of knowing him and learning 
from the benefit of his knowledge will join me in thanking him for all his hard 
work over the years with the Group.   

MOTORWAY TRAFFIC OFFICERS 
GIVEN BODY-WORN CAMERAS AFTER 
ABUSE FROM DRIVERS 
Motorway traffic officers across England 
have been given body-worn cameras to 
record abuse from angry drivers. 
National Highways announced it has 
completed a nationwide £500,000 rollout 
of the equipment after recording 214 
episodes of intimidating behaviour or 
assault against its staff in the 12 months to January 17 last year. 
The organisation believes the cameras reduce the potential for confrontation, as 
well as record evidence needed for police investigations and criminal 
prosecutions when incidents occur. 
They are also used by police, fire and ambulance personnel. 
Traffic officers are often first on the scene when there is a crash, obstruction, 
spillage or other problem requiring a road to be closed. 
Abusive incidents often involve drivers frustrated at their journeys being delayed. 
National Highways released footage of two incidents recorded by the cameras 
since they started being issued to officers patrolling motorways and major A 
roads last year. 
In one case, a lorry driver angry at traffic being brought to a standstill due to a 
vehicle running out of fuel drove towards an officer before stopping a short 
distance from him. 
In another example, a man delayed on a motorway confronted an officer and 
claimed the emergency services were not working fast enough to reopen the 
road. 
National Highways customer service director Mel Clarke said: “The cameras 
have been provided to help protect our traffic officers and will be part of their 
uniform. 
“Like a seat belt, we hope the camera isn’t needed, but it will be there if 
necessary. 
“Our traffic officers should not have to face abuse or even threats while simply 
doing their job – which is to help people and keep our roads moving. 
“We want to reassure them, and warn anyone who thinks such abuse is 
acceptable, that we will do all we can to support our traffic officers and 
vigorously pursue justice for any criminal activities directed towards them.” 
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IAM ROADSMART: TIPS TO TOWING SAFELY  
Just months after scrapping relevant tests, the Driver and Vehicle Standards 
Agency (DVSA) is set to introduce training schemes in March 2022 to help 
drivers familiarise themselves ahead of towing caravans and trailers. 
DVSA is working on a new voluntary trailer training accreditation scheme that 
will offer motorists the necessary competency, skills, and knowledge to ensure 
they are towing safely. After all, when we are towing something, the number one 
priority should always be the safety aspects involved. Keeping you, your 
passengers, your vehicle and the trailer or caravan, and other road users safe is 
a must every time you head out on the roads while towing. 
IAM RoadSmart is on hand with some top tips to help keep you and others safe 
on the roads and clarify what has changed. 
What’s changed? 
The rules around towing a trailer or caravan with a car changed on 16th 
December 2021, and as part of those changes anyone who passed their car 
driving test from 1st January 1997 is now allowed to tow a trailer of up to 
3,500kg MAM. If you passed your car driving test before 1st January 1997, you 
are not affected by this change.   
Please note: Car and trailer driving tests have now stopped so you can no 
longer book one. If you had booked a test yourself, the Driver and Vehicle 
Standards Agency has automatically cancelled and refunded it. DVLA will 
update your driving licence record to show that you’re allowed to tow trailers. 
You do not need to contact DVLA for this to happen as it’ll be done 
automatically. You’ll get category BE added to your driving licence when you 
next apply to get a new driving licence. 
Knowing your limits 
All cars have a maximum weight they can tow, and this is usually listed in the 
handbook or specification sheet, alternatively the vehicle’s ‘gross train weight’ 
may be listed on the vehicle identification number (VIN) plate on the car, which 
is normally under the bonnet or inside the driver’s door. Always check before 
planning your trip. Be aware that some vehicles may have a zero permitted 
towing weight. 
Checking your connections   
Check that your breakaway cable or secondary coupling is undamaged and 
connected correctly to a suitable point on the tow bar or towing vehicle. As well 
as inspecting for damage, make sure that the trailer is correctly coupled to the 
tow-ball or pin. 
Service your trailer 
Do not neglect your trailer when you are planning your vehicle service 
requirements if you are not competent yourself take it into a specialist. The 
NTTA (National Trailer Towing Association) will offer a free visual safety check 
at one of their approved centres. NTTA 
Tyre pressure 
The tyre pressure must be correct and all tyres free from cuts, bulges and with 
adequate tread (including the spare which should be inflated to the highest 
pressure that may be required). Remember, tyres must have a continuous tread 
depth of at least 1.6mm on cars, light vans and trailers, across the centre three-
quarters of the width. Visit Tyre Safe if you need to check your pressures. 

continued 
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Fit the plates 

Be sure the correct number plate is fitted. This should be the same registration 
number as your vehicle and needs to conform to DVLA Standards. 

Visibility  

Having a good view of the rear of your trailer or caravan is always advisable. 
This usually means seeing an area 4 metres wide from the side of and 20 
metres behind. Almost all vehicles including 4x4 s will require extended mirrors 
to achieve this, and if the caravan or trailer is wider than the car they will always 
be required. You can be fined up to £1,000 and get 3 penalty points for failing to 
use suitable towing mirrors, so check your visibility before travelling. 

However, don't forget to remove the mirrors when you're not towing - it's illegal 
to have them fitted if you don't need them. 

Watch your speed  

Always keep to the legal speed limit for the road you are using, and in case you 
need a recap here are the speed limits for cars towing caravans or trailers: 

30mph limit applies on all roads with street lighting unless signs show otherwise. 

50mph applies on single carriageways unless signs show otherwise. 

60mph applies on dual carriageways and motorways. 

It should also be remembered that you must not travel in the outside lane of a 
motorway, with three lanes or more, if you are driving a vehicle towing a trailer. 

Weather forecast 

You should have increased vigilance when towing in wet, icy or windy weather 
conditions as you are at amplified risk. Avoid towing in these circumstances if 
you can, but if you have no choice then be careful when driving downhill or 
round a tight bend and be careful of exposed areas where the wind may affect 
you. When you’re turning, engage a lower gear to give you more engine braking. 
Also check the Met Office for the latest weather forecast to help you to plan your 
route.   

Richard Gladman, Head of Driving and Riding Standards at IAM RoadSmart, 
said: “The removal of the requirement to be tested to tow a larger trailer should 
not be seen as a removal of the requirement to ensure you are competent to tow 
it. Whilst it may be possible to manually handle a smaller trailer on your own a 
larger unit will often prevent this. A sound knowledge of the dynamics of moving 
forward, the intricacies of reversing and the knowledge required to ensure safe 
loading are paramount to staying safe. If you are unsure sign up for a course at 
one of the Caravan or camping clubs, or make use of the knowledge of a friend 
or relative who may have the requisite skills.” 

ENGLISH ABROAD (LOST IN TRANSLATION) 

"On the menu of a Swiss Restaurant": 
Our wines leave you nothing to hope for 

"Tokyo hotel's rules and regulations": 
Guests are requested not to smoke, or do other disgusting behaviours in bed. 
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BEWARE ELECTRIC CARS, HEADPHONE WEARERS ARE TOLD 
Signs warning pedestrians not to wear headphones while crossing roads could 
be put up across the country amid increasing concerns about silent electric cars. 
Pedestrians and joggers who listen to music or talk on their mobile phones have 
been identified as being a growing risk. 
A coroner called for the signs after a woman thought to be wearing headphones 
was killed while crossing a country road in Wales. 
She was struck by a car on a 60mph stretch next to the Montgomery Canal, a 
beauty spot popular with families and children, as-she crossed from one towpath 
to another in November 2020. Witnesses said the car had a quiet engine which 
could not be heard at the time of the accident. 
In a ruling aimed at preventing future deaths, the coroner said new signs were 
needed warning pedestrians about the dangers of crossing roads while wearing 
headphones. 
She said: “With the increasing popularity of noiseless electric cars, the frequency 
of wearing earphones while taking exercise and the B4398 (where the death 
happened) having a 60mph speed limit, I consider there is a risk of re-
occurrence of such an accident. 
Within the Highway code, it states, "Keep looking and listening for traffic while 
you cross in case there is any traffic you did not see or other traffic appears 
suddenly".' 
Dr Richards (the coroner) also called for road signs to warn drivers of 
pedestrians ahead potentially using headphones while crossing roads. The 
Canal and River Trust, which maintains the Montgomery Canal, says it is 
considering putting up signs at beauty spots near roads across the 2,000 miles 
of waterways it oversees. 

PETTS WOOD FAYRE 2022 
The Group stand was in attendance at 
the recent Petts Wood Fayre. 
Pictured are Chairman John Biggs and 
Centre Manager Steve Ewing, who were 
assisted by Secretary Peter Gray and 
observers Neal Hodges and Sharon 
Sanders. There was a lot of interest 
shown with people “signed up “ for a free 
“Taster” session and others taking away 
our literature with them 
With the weather being kind for once all 
who attended agreed that it was a 
successful day. 
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AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES… 
ROAD SAFETY CHARITY SAYS 
EDUCATION WILL ENSURE 
WE REMAIN IN THE RIGHT 
LANE 

As the car industry invests 
billions into the development of 
self-driving cars, a survey from 
the UK’s largest independent 
road safety charity, IAM 
RoadSmart, has revealed that 
the majority of drivers aren’t 
actually ready to take their hands off the steering wheel, despite the fact that 
autonomous vehicle technology has huge potential to improve road safety. 

Research conducted by the charity in its annual Safety Culture Report, which 
gauges drivers’ attitudes to key road safety issues over time, discovered that 
59% of drivers agree that the growing ability of vehicles to drive themselves is a 
serious risk to their personal safety.  Opinions don’t vary much by age, but 
women were particularly concerned with 67% rating it as a threat. 

Automated vehicle technology could drastically reduce the number of collisions 
on UK roads, but this will only happen if the new systems are used correctly, 
which will only be achieved through effective driver education and correct 
marketing campaigns which help motorists understand the technology’s 
capabilities and limitations.  

Neil Greig, Director of Policy and Research at IAM RoadSmart, concurred: 
“Perhaps due to misinformation and an overabundance of technical jargon, the 
public still remains to be fully convinced new technology which in theory has the 
potential to reduce many collisions on Britain’s roads, saving thousands of 
deaths and injuries.  

“In order for this trust to be gained, we recommend that proper education of 
automated technology is included in the UK driving test, giving motorists the 
opportunity to learn about how it works, which will at least go some way towards 
alleviating the anxieties many understandably have at present. 

“Equally, drivers must also recognise that an over reliance on these systems 
could also have a negative impact on road safety, with potentially worrying 
results for motorists and pedestrians alike.” 

IAM RoadSmart’s call for education is heightened by the fact that the UK has 
given the green light to self-driving on motorways using systems such as ALKS 
(Automatic Lane Keeping Assist), as well as fresh predictions that 1 in 10 of all 
vehicles will be at least partially autonomous by 2030. 

Neil concluded: “With Britain being the first to support the roll out of autonomous 
vehicles on public roads, as well as the growth of the industry, it is surely only a 
matter of time before autonomous vehicles become a very common sight on 
Britain’s roads. This makes our call for more education all the more important, 
ensuring we all remain in the right lane and make Britain’s roads as safe as they 
can be.” 
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Group Night Diary 

 
 
 

14th June 2022 
(To be Confirmed) 

 
 
 

13th September 2022 
(To be Confirmed) 

 
 
 

13th December 2022 
Christmas Quiz 

(with buffet) 

If you would like to organise a Group Night or have any 
suggestions for a Speaker, then please contact a 
member of the Committee. 
 

Their details can be found on page 24. 

Meetings are held at the Small Hall, Crofton Halls, York 
Rise, off Crofton Road, Orpington, BR6 8PR 

Doors open 7.15pm for 7.45pm start 
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Following the group's successful "Skid Pan Experience" at the 
Essex Skid Pan in Kelvedon recently, we have booked the following 
dates:- 
 

Saturday 11th June 2022 - 1pm to 4pm (3 hour session). 
Saturday 3rd September 2022 - 1pm to 4pm (3 hour session). 
 

The cost is £63 per person. 
 

You will be using the skid pan cars which are both front and rear 
wheel drive. (please see our website for further details). 
 

The visit will start with a briefing on what you will be doing including 
safety instructions. There are 10 places and there will be 2 
instructors who will give a demonstration on the skid pan and then 
you will be able to drive with the instructor and practise what you will 
have been shown; to create a skid and to be able to keep control, 
hopefully! 
 

There are some names already on the list so if you want to go, get 
your name down early to avoid disappointment. 
 

Please let Joy Grohmann have your name by email or telephone as 
stated below. 

email: pandjgrohmann@gmail.com 
Tel: 01689 874409 

Book now to avoid missing out! 

Want to Drive on the Skid Pan? 

mailto:pandjgrohmann@gmail.com
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AGAINST THE PAW… LEAVING YOUR 
DOG LOOSE IN THE CAR COULD 
LAND YOU WITH A £5,000 FINE  

Millions of drivers could be breaking the 
law when it comes to travelling with their 
dog - and it might lead them to fines of up 
to £5,000.  

Research conducted by the UK's largest 
independent road safety charity, IAM 
RoadSmart, has revealed that 42 per cent 
of dog owners surveyed put their dog in 
an unsafe place in the car while driving. With around 36 million licence holders in 
the UK and approximately 12 million dogs, these survey figures represent a 
huge amount of risk taking on our roads. 

Of the 42 per cent of dog owners admitting to not taking enough care, over a 
third said they left their pet unrestrained in the car, either in the back seat, the 
passenger seat, the footwell or loose in the boot. A further 8 per cent said they 
left their dog restrained on the passenger seat, which could lead to a pet being 
killed or badly injured in a collision if the airbag is activated, even at relatively 
low speed.  

The Highway Code states dogs must be suitably restrained when travelling in a 
car so they cannot distract the driver or cause injury to either themselves or the 
motorist. And while disobeying the Highway Code doesn't carry a direct penalty, 
drivers could be pulled over by police and fined up to £1,000 for driving without 
proper control if their pet distracts them.   

This could be escalated to failing to drive with due care and attention, which 
carries a maximum fine of £5,000 and nine penalty points if the case goes to 
court. To make matters worse, insurers are unlikely to pay out for an accident in 
the event of driving without proper control, leaving the motorist with a sizeable 
damage repair bill.  

Neil Greig, Director of Policy and Research at IAM RoadSmart, commented: 
“Motorists can restrain their pets by using a dog crate, dog harness or a dog 
guard for the car’s boot. This ensures dogs are not allowed to roam free inside 
the car, removing any chance of drivers getting into hot water with the law.  A 
loose pet also becomes a lethal projective in the event of a sudden crash.  

“Dogs are loved and valued members of the family in millions of households up 
and down the country, meaning their safety when travelling should be thought 
about in the same way as the safety of all passengers in your vehicle.”  

HUMOUR IN MEDICINE 

 'Doctor I can't stop singing 'The Green, Green Grass of Home' 
'That sounds like Tom Jones syndrome. ' 
'Is it common?' 
'It's not unusual.'  

 A man goes into the doctor's. 'Doc, I've got a cricket ball stuck up my bottom.' 
'How's that?' 
'Don't you start.'  
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MIND YOUR MOTORWAY MANNERS 
Too many motorway drivers are putting 
themselves at risk on their journeys by 
tailgating, hogging the middle lane, 
undertaking or making late lane 
changes. The most frequent complaints 
from our members relate to tailgating, 
with speeding, failing to indicate and last
-minute swooping across three lanes to 
leave the motorway are also high on the 
list. 
Although many risky actions are unintentional, GEM chief executive Neil Worth 
warns that they’re still intimidating to others on the motorway. 
“The potential consequences when something goes wrong are severe, whether 
a driver deliberately follows too close, or simply doesn’t realise,” he says. 
“Our members regularly place being tailgated up there at the top of the list of 
annoying, unpleasant and dangerous threats they experience on the road, and 
for good reason.” 
“Imagine a sudden problem ahead of you on a motorway. According to the 
Highway Code, if you’re driving at 70mph you will need a minimum of 96 metres 
to come to a stop. This requires you to be alert and able to react immediately to 
the problem you’ve spotted ahead. 
“Someone close behind you is much less likely to see the hazard you’ve seen, 
meaning they’ll find they have no time and space to react – and risk running into 
the rear of your car before even starting to slow down.” 
Top tips for time and space 

 Always ensure you have time and space to stop safely. Leave a minimum 
two-second gap between you and the vehicle in front. 

 In poor weather, double that gap to four seconds. 

 If you’re concerned that someone is following you too closely, then leave 
plenty of extra room ahead of you so that you can lose speed gradually if you 
need to. 

 Drive in the left-hand lane unless you’re overtaking. When you have 
completed the overtake, move back to the left-hand lane. 

 Watch out for the exit or interchange signs so you can be in the right lane in 
plenty of time before leaving the motorway. 

COAST ON THE MOTORWAY 
Thank goodness for motorways. They’re the backbone 
of most countries’ road infrastructure. At their best they 
offer the opportunity to cover long distances briskly and 
economically. But when things don’t go so well you can 
be stuck for hours and hours… 
Positive news to start with… if you follow the advice in 
this chapter we can reduce your risk levels to almost 
zero. But before you venture onto the motorway, you 
might like to think about a few facts and figures. 

continued 
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Motorways may be our fastest roads, but statistically they’re also our safest. 
Only three per cent of accidents and four per cent of serious injuries occur on 
motorways. 
Compare that with 23 per cent of accidents and 50 per cent of injuries on cross 
country routes – and 74 per cent of accidents and 46 per cent of injuries on 
urban roads. 
There are generally two types of motorway, rural and urban. Driving on quiet, 
rural motorways can be dull, so it’s vital to concentrate even harder on what’s 
going on. When you’re on a busy urban motorway it’s important to keep a close 
eye on everything that’s going on around you. Other vehicles will be joining and 
leaving, slowing down and accelerating, so it’s important to know what’s going 
on. 
Crashes on motorways tend to be far more serious or even fatal, partly because 
of the high speeds involved with motorway journeys. That’s why time and space 
are so important on the motorway. You can see a long way ahead, but when 
you’re going along at seventy miles an hour, you can quickly come up against a 
problem that only seconds before looked as if it was light years away! 
So make sure you COAST on your motorway journeys: Concentration, 
Observation and Anticipation give you Space and Time. 

ENGINE OIL: WHEN A ‘SAMPLE’ CAN BE 
MOST REVEALING 

Analysing a ‘specimen’ is useful not only for 
your body but also your motorcar. The truth is 
that all cars, including Battery Electric 
Vehicles, rely on fluids in their braking, cooling 
systems and transmissions. While combustion 
engines require correct lubrication oil, all 
motor vehicle fluids must be to the exact 
specification and changed on time. 

Laboratory analysis used to be a lengthy and expensive process but recent 
advances in techniques have reduced the time and cost, making it a feasible 
option for the private motorist. 

Yet, why would you want your car’s fluids analysed? By looking at not just the 
contaminations within the oil but also how many of its sacrificial additives have 
been depleted, you can establish if the car has experienced neglected servicing 
and the degree of wear of the associated component. The latest methods can 
even distinguish normal contamination from abnormal ones and deduced if an 
engine, for instance, is about to fail catastrophically. 

Oil analysis, therefore, provides peace of mind, if you are looking to buy a car, or 
even if you wish to reassure a buyer that the vehicle is in good order and has 
been well maintained. While there are a variety of laboratories all over the UK, 
we note that Oil Analysis Laboratories in Colwyn Bay, North Wales offers a 24-
hour turnaround service and engine oil analysis costs £30+VAT. Should you be 
a classic car fan, it is worth noting that the oil company, MOTUL, is taking its 
Dakar Mobile Lab to the Silverstone Classic in August and the Goodwood 
Revival in September. 



[17] 

WORD SEARCH ~ HORSES 
 

Hidden in the grid below are the names of 24 different breeds of horses. 
They may read horizontally, vertically or diagonally, but always in straight lines. 

E M B B O J B P S E D A A Y G 

K S U A D N O Y U T A R P A N 

Y O R S L T I G F Q A A S F M 

J R L O T W R M F K G S E O V 

J R E O H A J K O R A S T X E 

U E K L M E N T L L B E E L I 

S L H A A I C G K X A M F S X 

H T C P N D N A S G N P J J S 

I F O P O A S D R O G B A U M 

R X O A I E O E E X T B A L Y 

E X G B L N O R D L A N D J F 
Z M A N L B U N K Y I F I L K 

N R E N A Z Z I P I L B A P E 

A E Z R T U N T S E H C O Z Q 

Y X R Q S R G I D R A N R Z K 

APPALOOSA CLYDESDALE MUSTANG SHIRE 

ARABIAN DELIBOZ NORDLAND SORREL 

BANGTAIL GIDRAN PALOMINO STALLION 

BAY GUANGXI PINTO SUFFOLK 

CAMARGUE LIPIZZANER POTTOK TARPAN 

CHESTNUT MESSARA RACEHORSE TOKARA 
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MAKING DO 
My mate's wife left him last Thursday. She said she was going out for a pint of 
milk and never came back! 
I asked him how he was coping and he said, "Not bad, I've been using that 
powdered stuff." 

HOW TO PREVENT THE GROWING RISK 
OF CAR AIRBAG THEFT 
New research reveals the number of 
steering wheels stolen from cars 
increased by 68 percent in 2021. Here is 
how to deter airbag theft. 
New data has highlighted a worrying increase 
in the trend for stealing car airbags. 
Thieves have taken to removing complete 
steering wheels from cars, then selling on the 
airbag to repair centres. This avoids the expense and delay of using official parts 
supply chains.  
Admiral Insurance has received more than 500 claims for steering wheel theft 
during the past four years. The latest figures show a 68 percent increase 
between 2020 and 2021. 
‘A major safety risk to drivers‘ 
BMW models have been the most-targeted cars, based upon Admiral’s claims 
data. However, Ford, Mercedes-Benz and Land Rover owners have also been 
victim of steering wheel thefts.  
Lorna Connelly, head of claims at Admiral, said: “Once the steering wheel has 
been stolen, the airbag is removed and sold onto unscrupulous garages, who fit 
them to cars for less than dealerships would charge. The garage might buy the 
stolen airbag for between £200 and £500 before charging a customer a few 
hundred pounds more. 
“This would still be cheaper than the driver going to an authorised dealership, 
where it costs up to £1,000 to replace an activated or faulty airbag.” 
Mike Hawes, chief executive of the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders 
(SMMT), adds: “Second-hand airbags would normally void warranties but, more 
importantly, pose a major safety risk to drivers. As non-approved parts, there is 
no guarantee they will deploy correctly in an accident.” 
How can I prevent airbag theft? 
To reduce the risk of becoming a victim of airbag theft, Admiral suggests the 
following security tips: 

 If you have a garage, use it. Lock your vehicle inside and out of sight.  

 Invest in a steering lock if you do not have a garage. They add a visual 
deterrent, along with an extra layer of security. 

 Park in a safe, well-lit area whenever you leave your car.  

 Double-check that your vehicle is locked every time you leave it.  

 Ensure any CCTV or doorbell cameras cover your car when parked at home. 

 Call the police if you see anyone acting suspiciously near a vehicle. 
Should you need a new airbag fitting, Admiral recommends only using reputable 
repairers, along with approved parts from specialist suppliers. 
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HOW TO USE EMERGENCY 
REFUGE AREAS ON SMART 
MOTORWAYS 
Emergency refuge areas provide a 
safe haven for stranded vehicles 
on smart motorways. However, a 
survey of 2,000 drivers by the RAC 
found only 1.5 percent had ever used 
one. 
Located on stretches of the 
motorway where there is no hard shoulder, or the hard shoulder is sometimes 
opened as a live lane, emergency refuge areas look similar to laybys. 
They are usually highlighted with orange tarmac (see photo above) and are only 
meant to be used in an emergency, such as a puncture or breakdown. 
Make contact before re-joining the motorway 
What many drivers don’t know is that you’re supposed to contact Highways 
England before re-joining the motorway – if the hard shoulder is a running lane. 
If you didn’t know this, you’re not alone. Just one respondent to the RAC’s 
survey did. 
“It is essential that motorists understand how and when to use an emergency 
refuge area so they do not put their own safety and that of other road users at 
risk,” said the RAC’s (now-retired) chief engineer, David Bizley. 
“Vehicles should pull up to the indicated mark on the tarmac or the emergency 
telephone and then the occupants should leave the vehicle from the passenger 
side. Everyone should stand behind the barriers and should use the emergency 
roadside telephone provided to speak to a Highways England representative.” 
What is a smart motorway? 
So-called ‘smart’ motorways have become increasingly widespread, including 
the M25 and sections of the M6 and M1. 
Traffic flow is controlled using variable speed limits displayed on the overhead 
gantries. Cameras monitor the motorways and lanes can be closed remotely if 
required, for example if a vehicle breaks down. 
Emergency refuge areas are located on smart motorways and should be 
positioned every 1.5 miles, with an emergency roadside phone available to 
request assistance. 
Smart motorways allow the hard shoulder to be opened as a live lane during 
busy periods to ease congestion. However, after a number of fatalities, the 
rollout of further smart motorways has been paused by the Government until five 
years of safety data is available. 

DRUG-DRIVERS FACE MANDATORY REHAB COURSES BEFORE GETTING 
BACK ON THE ROAD 
Drug-drivers will be forced to undertake rehabilitation courses before being al-
lowed back behind the wheel, under proposals from Transport Secretary Grant 
Shapps. 
The Cabinet minister set out the plan due to concerns about levels of repeat of-
fending. 

continued 
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Any new legislation passed in Westminster would apply to Britain’s roads but not 
those in Northern Ireland. 

The Department for Transport (DfT) said there were more than 12,000 
convictions for drug-driving in Britain in 2019, with 44% committed by repeat 
offenders. 

Those convicted of drug-driving are handed a driving ban, prison sentence or 
fine by the courts, but are not currently required to complete rehabilitation 
courses such as those offered to drink-drivers. 

Mr Shapps said: “Drink-driving is now rightly seen as a social taboo by most of 
us in this country and we have worked hard to drive down drink-drive related 
deaths. 

“But if we are to make our roads safer still, there is no room to be lax on drug-
driving, which is why I have launched this call for evidence today. 

“It’s only right that drug-drivers must undergo rehabilitation before getting back 
behind the wheel, helping protect the public from this hidden problem and 
stamping out drug-driving for good.” 

RAC head of roads policy Nicholas Lyes said: “Drug-driving ruins lives and 
threatens the safety of all road users. 

“We welcome proposals to offer drug-driving offenders rehabilitation courses, in 
the same way those caught drink-driving are offered them, because the 
evidence shows this helps to reduce reoffending and improves road safety.” 

Non-attendees of drink-driving rehabilitation classes are more than twice as 
likely to reoffend within three years, according to the DfT. 

The call for evidence will also seek views on medicinal cannabis to “ensure road 
safety policy keeps up to date with changing societal norms”, the department 
said. 

In the UK, it is an offence to drive impaired by drugs. 

It is also illegal in Britain to drive with certain banned drugs, such as cocaine or 
cannabis, in your system. 

A risk-based approach is taken for specific drugs associated with medical use, 
meaning it can be legal to drive after taking them if they were prescribed. 

WOULD YOU BELIEVE IT? 

In 1896 the great inventive engineer 
Henry Ford finished building his first car, 
called The Quadricycle, in a small shed behind 
his Detroit house. He was to become one of 
the world’s most successful businessmen—
but this time he had badly miscalculated. 

The completed Quadricycle wouldn’t fit out 
through the workshop door. He’d built it bigger 
than the width of the door. Henry had to resort 
to using an axe and brute force to chop out the 
workshop’s doorframe and knock out the bricks around the door to make the 
opening wider. Then at last he could get his pioneering creation out for its first 
ever drive. 
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DRIVERS REMAIN UNCONVINCED NEW 
RULES ON MOBILE PHONE USE WILL 
MAKE THE ROADS SAFER 

New rules have been introduced in March 
that tighten up restrictions on mobile 
phone use behind the wheel, but a survey 
indicates that drivers are unconvinced it 
will improve road safety. 

The updated law means drivers face six 
penalty points and a £200 fine if caught using a mobile phone while driving for 
almost any reason, closing a previous loophole. 

However, research from the RAC found that just two per cent think it will be ‘very 
effective’ in improving driver behaviour. 

Perhaps adding further weight to this fact is that the survey also found that 43 
per cent of motorists aren’t aware the new rules are in place. 

Despite this scepticism, 75 per cent of the 2,000 people surveyed by the RAC 
said they were in favour of the changes to the law. 

While very few thought it would be ‘very effective’, 49 per cent thought it would 
be ‘partly effective’ with a similar proportion (45 per cent) saying it would not be 
effective, showing motorists are divided on whether the changes will make a 
difference. 

Of those who are unconvinced by the new rules, 86 per cent said they believe 
some drivers will continue to use their phone regardless, while 70 per cent said 
the problem was that drivers don’t feel like they’ll be caught. 

When asked what could be done to make the laws more effective, three key 
areas were identified. Around a quarter of drivers said there needed to be more 
visible police enforcement, a high-profile advertising campaign, and even stricter 
laws. 

A fifth said they would like to see cameras used to catch offending drivers. 

RAC spokesperson Rod Dennis said it was clear motorists are supportive of the 
changes to the law, adding: “While we welcome today’s law change and very 
much hope it will make a difference, it’s arguable that it will only be truly effective 
if it’s rigorously enforced. 

“If some drivers still don’t feel they’re likely to be caught, then simply making the 
law tougher isn’t going to have the desired effect of making our roads safer. 

“That explains why such a tiny proportion of drivers – just two per cent – think 
the new changes will be very effective in changing behaviour. 

“The dial really needs to be turned up when it comes to enforcement, and that 
means police forces having the resources and technology they need to more 
easily catch those drivers that continue to flout the law.” 

HUMOUR IN RELIGION 
I went to the cemetery yesterday to lay some flowers on a grave. As I was 
standing there I noticed 4 grave diggers walking about with a coffin, 3 hours later 
and they're still walking about with it. I thought to myself, they've lost the plot! 
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MARKETING 
Two beggars are sitting side by side on a street in Rome. One has a cross in 
front of him. The other one the Star of David. Many people  go by and look at 
both beggars, but only put money into the hat of  the beggar sitting behind the 
cross. A priest comes by, stops and watches throngs of people giving money to 
the beggar behind the cross, but none give to the beggar behind the Star of 
David. 
Finally, the priest goes over to the beggar behind the Star of David and says: 
"My poor fellow, don't you understand? This is a Catholic country. People aren't 
going to give you money if you sit there with a 'Star of David' in front of you, 
especially when you're sitting beside a beggar who has a cross.  In fact, they 
would probably give to him just out of spite." 
The beggar behind the 'Star of David' listened to the priest, turned to the other 
beggar with the cross and said: "Moishe, look who's trying to teach the Goldstein 
brothers about marketing." 

FORD TRIALS TECHNOLOGY THAT CAN TURN TRAFFIC LIGHTS TO 
GREEN FOR EMERGENCY VEHICLES 
Ford has started trialling connected technology that can turn traffic lights to 
green for emergency services vehicles, reducing waiting times and improving 
safety for blue-light responders. 
As part of a broader project by the car firm looking at testing automated and 
connected vehicles and how they can ‘interact’ with road infrastructure, Ford 
used a road with various sets of consecutive traffic lights in Aachen, Germany. 
With a Ford Kuga Plug-in Hybrid test vehicle, which featured on board units and 
hardware that can ‘communicate’ with traffic lights, for example, the car could 
act as an ambulance. 
As it approached a set of lights, the vehicle could signal to turn them to green, 
with the controls returning to normal operation once the car had passed through. 
The technology is enabled through something known as C-V2X (cellular vehicle-
to-everything) – a platform that can connect vehicles to roadside infrastructure 
and other vehicles and road users, with the aim of improving safety and reducing 
congestion. 
Martin Sommer, working on Ford’s European automotive driving team, said: 
‘Whether it’s a fire engine attending a blaze or an ambulance that is en route to 
an accident, the last thing anyone wants is for these drivers to be caught up 
among other vehicles waiting for the lights to change.” 
Ford also trialled the technology for normal passenger cars, with the connected 
infrastructure automatically changing the Kuga’s adaptive cruise control speed to 
help minimise the time a driver is spent sat waiting at traffic lights. This includes 
slowing a vehicle down well ahead of a junction if a light is on red, reducing the 
need for harsh braking or being sat at a stop. 
Michael Reinartz, director of consumer services and innovation at Vodafone 
Germany (which was also part of the project), added: “Exchanging data between 
cars, emergency vehicles and traffic lights in real time using the latest mobile 
phone technology makes road traffic safer and more efficient. 
“Intelligent traffic light control helps save lives when every second counts and 
also reduces unnecessary waiting times and cuts emissions.” 
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WATCHING TV TO BE ALLOWED 
IN SELF-DRIVING CARS IN 
HIGHWAY CODE UPDATE 
Users of self-driving cars will not be 
responsible for crashes under 
proposed changes to the Highway 
Code. 
Insurance companies rather than 
individuals will be liable for claims 
in those circumstances, the 
Department for Transport said 
(DfT). 
The update to the Code will make it clear that motorists must be ready to take 
back control of vehicles when needed. 
The DfT also intends to allow drivers to watch television programmes and films 
on built-in screens while using self-driving cars. 
It will still be illegal to use a phone behind the wheel. 
These measures – which follow a public consultation – were described as an 
interim measure by the Government to support the early deployment of self-
driving vehicles. 
A full regulatory framework is expected to be in place by 2025. 
There are no vehicles approved for self-driving on Britain’s roads, but the first 
could be given the go-ahead this year. 
The DfT announced in April 2021 it would allow hands-free driving in vehicles 
with lane-keeping technology on congested motorways. 
Existing technology on the market such as cruise control and automatic stop/
start is classified as “assistive”, meaning users must remain fully in control. 
Transport minister Trudy Harrison said updating to the Highway Code will be a 
“major milestone in our safe introduction of self-driving vehicles”, which she 
claimed will “revolutionise the way we travel, making our future journeys 
greener, safer and more reliable”. 
She went on: “This exciting technology is developing at pace right here in Great 
Britain and we’re ensuring we have strong foundations in place for drivers when 
it takes to our roads. 
“In doing so, we can help improve travel for all while boosting economic growth 
across the nation and securing Britain’s place as a global science superpower.” 
The development of self-driving vehicles could create around 38,000 new jobs in 
Britain and be worth £41.7 billion to the economy by 2035, according to the DfT. 
Steve Gooding, director of motoring research charity the RAC Foundation, said 
driverless cars “promise a future where death and injury on our roads are cut 
significantly” but there is likely to be a “long period of transition” while drivers 
retain “much of the responsibility for what happens”. 
He stressed the importance of changes to regulations being communicated to 
drivers. 
“Vehicle manufacturers and sellers will have a vital role to play in ensuring their 
customers fully appreciate the capabilities of the cars they buy and the rules that 
govern them,” he said. 
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