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EDITORIAL
First of all, I would like to wish everybody a very happy, healthy and prosperous
New Year.
Secondly, I have been asked by Phil Grohmann, our Treasurer, to remind those
of you who have not yet paid your SE Group annual subscription of £10.00
(which was due in January) and wish to renew their membership to the Group,
should do so as soon as possible to ensure continuity of membership. His
address is, 42 Lancing Road, Orpington, Kent, BR6 0QT
Please note that in order to stay as a member of the SE Group you have to be a
member of IAM RoadSmart.
Stay safe and enjoy your driving.
TWO-THIRDS OF BRITS SAY THEY LIKE
TO SING IN THE CAR
Nearly two-thirds of Brits like to sing in the
car, according to new research, with more
than half admitting they’ve been caught midsong while stopped in traffic.
Data from a Volkswagen Financial Services
UK survey of 2,000 people found that 64 per
cent of British drivers like to sing behind the
wheel, with Adele and Ed Sheeran revealed
to be the nation’s favourite singalong artists.
Other popular artists included Tom Jones and Dolly Parton, while 83 per cent of
18-34-year-olds said they would like to sing with a music icon in the passenger
seat. That’s up on the 59 per cent of 65-75-year-olds who said the same.
The most popular era for singalong music was the ‘80s (33 per cent) and the
‘90s (30 per cent), while indie and musicals propped up the table with just 11 per
cent each.
Perhaps surprisingly given his often controversial views, former Top Gear
presenter Jeremy Clarkson was named the celebrity Brits would most like to go
on a road trip with, getting eight per cent of the votes.
A massive 23 per cent named former US president Donald Trump as the person
they’d least like to be stuck in the car with.
When it came to driving pet peeves, having a passenger comment on your
driving was by far the most annoying with 52 per cent of respondents saying
they disliked it. Having passengers looking scared or arguing with each other
were next on the list, annoying just under a third of drivers each.
Charlotte Cheeseman, head of marketing at Volkswagen Financial Services UK,
said: “Our personal vehicles have become more important than ever over the
past 18 months but it’s wonderful to see that the time we spend in our cars is
being used positively, too.
“I think our research highlights that car journeys allow people to escape from
everyday life and these insights illustrate the power of having a private space in
which to relax on a regular basis.”
COPY DATE FOR APRIL SEGMENT IS
1ST MARCH 2022
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SPOKEN THOUGHT
Spoken Thought, or Commentary as some would call it, is enough to make an
Associate's hair curl and their palms sweat. Some potential test candidates feel
that this is a vital part of the test. It isn't. In fact it isn't even compulsory! Having
said this, for those aspiring to get an IAM F1rst (Associates or existing IAM
members undergoing a voluntary re-assessment), ‘spoken thought’ is in fact
compulsory.
There are great benefits to be gained by learning how to give spoken thought
during the Advanced Driver Course since by saying what you see and what you
are going to do helps to focus your mind and improves overall learning.
Our Observer team considers ‘spoken thought’ to be very important and we
encourage Associates to do this. A good amount of spoken thought can never
make up for bad driving but in a border line situation between a test pass or fail,
spoken thought could help.
Spoken thought should be given in a systematic way. A good way to start is to
say where you are going and the route, what the weather is like and the state of
the road. This 'opening' sets the scene for the examiner but more importantly, it
gets you talking. Be sensible, however. Don't start talking about the weather if
there is a hazard ahead that needs to be dealt with and talked about. Structure
your spoken thought, perhaps by breaking the road up into three areas; far
distance, middle distance and behind.
 Far distance features could be roundabouts, traffic lights, or hill crests.
 The middle distance could be parked vehicles, pedestrians or side roads.
 Frequent mirror checks would enable you to comment on what is behind.
A far distance feature soon becomes middle distance and then behind.
Remember that spoken thought is not just about saying what you can see e.g.
“traffic lights ahead” or “up ahead I see parked cars on the left”. Good spoken
thought should certainly include these factual statements but it is important to
convey your thoughts about how you are going to deal with the identified
hazards i.e. your planning e.g. “I see two lanes on the approach to the traffic
lights and since I want to turn right at the junction I will indicate right to the
vehicle behind and move to the right-hand lane on the approach” or “for these
parked cars I am slowing down a little, allowing space for car doors to open. I
am also watching out for oncoming vehicles and pedestrians walking between
the parked cars”. There is no need for complicated language. If you want to say
'on the left' instead of 'nearside' or 'cars' instead of 'vehicular traffic' then do so.
Do not try to copy Police-style ‘commentary’ that you may have heard, or
indeed, the style and language presented by Group Observers. Develop your
own style and remember, "practice makes perfect".
HOW I LEARNED TO MIND MY OWN BUSINESS
I was walking past the mental hospital the other day and all the patients were
shouting “13...13…13”. The fence was too high to see over but I saw a little gap
in the planks, so I looked through to see what was going on.
Suddenly I was poked in the eye with a stick and then they all shouted
“14...14...14”.
[3]

DRIVERS WARNED THEY FACE £100
FINE AND THREE POINTS AFTER
CHANGES TO MOTORWAY CAMERAS
Cameras on England’s motorways have
been upgraded to allow authorities to catch
drivers who do more than just go over the
speed limit.
A major new upgrade to the cameras will
now monitor anyone who drives in a shut
lane – and anyone breaking the law could
receive a £100 fine and three points on their licence.
National Highways, which maintains motorways and trunk roads, tweeted:
"There's no eXcuse – don't ignore the red X.
"It's illegal to drive in a red X lane and motorway cameras can now automatically
detect drivers who flout the law.
“You could receive a £100 fine and get three points on your licence.”
The red X on motorways is “mandatory and legally enforceable if breached or
ignored”, National Highways added.
Over 1,500 traffic cameras are owned by National Highways – formerly
Highways England – and have been used to assist with traffic management in
England for nearly 30 years.
The upgrade comes after an investigation reportedly found that more than one in
10 CCTV cameras used to spot motorists who have broken down on a smart
motorway do not function properly.
The Daily Mail reported last month that 112 cameras out of 804 were found to be
broken, unusable or pointing away from the road.
It said this is based on analysis carried out on 17 September by a journalist
working undercover for National Highways, at a regional control centre in South
Mimms, Hertfordshire.
National Highways launched an inquiry into the allegations, but said that
fatalities are less likely on smart motorways than on conventional roads.
Chief executive Nick Harris said: “If there is a problem with any one part of the
system, other parts are activated to help keep traffic moving safely.
“Our traffic officers work around the clock, every day of the year to help drivers
and deal with incidents. We are, however, investigating these allegations as a
matter of urgency.”
There are about 375 miles of smart motorway in England, including 235 miles
without a hard shoulder.
An additional 300 miles are scheduled to be opened by 2025.
THE REUNION
My wife and I were sitting at a table at her high school reunion, and she kept
staring at a drunken man swigging his drink as he sat alone at a nearby table.
I asked her, "Do you know him?"
"Yes", she sighed, "He's my old boyfriend. I understand he took to drinking right
after we split up those many years ago, and I hear he hasn't been sober since."
"My God!" I said, "Who would think a person could go on celebrating that long?"
And then the fight started...
[4]

TEST PASSES
Congratulations to the following who have recently passed their IAM RoadSmart
test:Nichola Blake

Martin Ford

NEW ASSOCIATES
Welcome to the following new Associates who have recently joined the Group:Cavit Erginsoy
Annabelle Moullet

Caroline Hubble

Piotr Karman

Sherry Ford

Mark Aylett

Martin Ford
Edward Kellett

AND A GOOD TIME WAS HAD BY ALL!
Our third Social Meet took place on Sunday 21st November at Danson Park. We
met at 10 o’clock at The Stables restaurant and after introductions and a chat we
all went for a pleasant stroll around the park.
Members can be seen below enjoying refreshments after their exercise.
The event was organised by Saby Ghosh, seen third from the right and enjoyed
by all those who attended.

THE AFFAIR
A middle-aged couple had two beautiful daughters but always talked about
having a son.
They decided to try one last time for the son they always wanted.
The wife got pregnant and delivered a healthy baby boy.
The joyful father rushed to the nursery to see his new son. He was horrified at
the ugliest child he had ever seen.
He told his wife, “There's no way I can be the father of this baby. Look at the two
beautiful daughters we have! Have you been fooling around behind my back?”
The wife smiled sweetly and replied: “No, not this time!”
[5]

YOUR COMPLETE GUIDE TO PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS IN THE UK
In the UK we have a total of five different types of pedestrian crossings:
Zebra Crossing
It is likely that you will be familiar with zebra crossings and will have used them
as a pedestrian. They are uncontrolled crossings which are marked by black and
white stripes on the road, you will also notice two yellow beacons on either side
of the road which will be flashing. Leading up to the zebra crossing there will be
zigzag lines on both sides of the road to highlight there is a pedestrian crossing
ahead – these are a no parking zone.
On your approach to the zebra crossing, you need to check if there is anyone at
the crossing, on the crossing or if there is a pedestrian that will soon be about to
cross. Depending on what the situation is you need to either slow down or come
to a stop. Make sure that you allow the pedestrian to fully cross the road before
you set off again.
In some cases, you will find a central island, splitting two smaller zebra
crossings, on wider sections of road. If you approach this sort of zebra crossing
you do not need to stop if there is a person waiting to cross on the other side of
the road to where you are driving.
Contrary to what you may have seen, it is not good practice to wave someone
across on a zebra crossing. It is up to the pedestrian themselves to decide if
they wish to cross, as there may be waiting to see if the car on the other side of
the road is going to stop also. You must never overtake a vehicle at a zebra
crossing.
Pelican (originally Pelicon) Crossing
Perhaps one of the most familiar pedestrian crossings is the pelican crossing.
This is controlled by a set of traffic lights, and pedestrians can request to cross
by pressing a button and waiting for the green man to indicate they can cross.
There is also usually a beeping sound to accompany the green man. The red
light will be on for drivers as the green man shows for pedestrians.
When the green man starts flashing the amber light will flash for drivers – during
this time drivers should not move if there are still pedestrians crossing the road.
If there are no more pedestrians crossing when the flashing amber light shows –
drivers can move on.
Some pedestrian crossings have a central island in the middle. If the crossing
goes straight across the road you need to treat it as one crossing, whereas if it is
staggered (with two separate sets of buttons for pedestrians) you can treat it as
two crossings.
Puffin Crossing
Puffin crossings are more intelligent than pelican crossings. They have sensors
on top of the lights and in the pavement so they know when a person has
finished crossing. In this way, the lights will only stay red as long as it takes for
the person to cross and will go back to green once that person is across (and
there is no one else wanting to cross). This can help to keep traffic moving
during busy times, it also has the benefit of giving pedestrians as long as they
need to cross without being rushed by a timer.
continued
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Toucan Crossings
Designed for cyclists, toucan crossings enable cyclists to cross without having to
get off their bike (whereas normally they should dismount). Toucan crossings
have a green and red bike alongside the red and green man lights.
Equestrian or Pegasus Crossings
As the name suggests, equestrian crossings are designed for horse riders. They
allow a rider to stay on their horse as the button to request to cross is higher
than normal.
MORE THAN HALF OF OLDER DRIVERS SUPPORT TESTING OF OLDER
DRIVERS EVERY 5 YEARS
Research commissioned by the UK’s leading independent road safety charity,
IAM RoadSmart, has revealed that older motorists are more willing to prove how
safe they actually are on the roads than perhaps first thought.
Indeed, of more than 3,000 motorists aged over 60 surveyed, over half (55%)
agreed with the statement that senior drivers should be retested every five years
after their licence renewal.
Neil Greig, Director of Policy and Research of IAM RoadSmart, commented:
“Far be it from being driven off the road, our research shows that many older
drivers are confident in their driving and happy for their health and driving skills
to be periodically tested to determine that they are still up to scratch.”
In fact, many older drivers are willing to conduct such tests independently, with
nearly two-thirds of respondents (65%) claiming that if there was a DIY kit
available to test their driving fitness, they would use it.
Neil remarked: “With the extended backlog of patients waiting to see a GP, we
would encourage older drivers to independently monitor behaviours or health
patterns which may impact their driving habits and general health more than
usual. In cases where there is any doubt, older drivers should temporarily put
the brakes on getting in the driver’s seat.”
Nearly half (46%) of drivers surveyed were in support of a flexible licensing
system which might, for example, restrict drivers to only using local roads or
driving in daylight hours.
On this, Neil added: “Flexible licences are already used in some countries,
including the USA and Australia. In these places, following an official
assessment, older drivers can continue behind the wheel, but in a restricted
area, type of road, or time of day.
“IAM RoadSmart supports a flexible driving licence pilot project in the UK to test
whether this approach would allow some older drivers to maintain their mobility
and still reach local services. This would maintain their quality of life as well as
reduce the cost to society of bringing services to them.”
Neil concluded: “The fact that over half of older drivers are willing to undergo
extra driving checks bodes well for the policy changes we advocate. These
include an immediate review of driver licensing, offering mature drivers reviews
on prescription and a joint education campaign to help drivers start to plan for
their future mobility needs. With everyone moving in the same direction, we can
drive down accidents on the road, making Britain’s roads an even safer place to
be.”
[7]

HOW TO MAKE YOUR CAR LAST LONGER
A car is the second most expensive thing most of us buy or finance. And just as
you maintain your house or flat, so too should you look after your car.
Read on for easy-to-follow tips to keep your car reliable and efficient for longer.
They should save you money in the long run, too.
Stick to the servicing schedule
It’s advisable to service your car every 12 months, possibly more often if you
cover lots of miles.
That doesn’t just simply mean renewing the oil. A service may involve replacing
multiple consumables, including the oil filter, air filter, cabin filter, spark plugs (if
it’s a petrol engine) and more.
Servicing an electric car is simpler – and theoretically cheaper – as they have
fewer moving parts.
Top up the fluids
You should also keep your car’s fluids topped up between services.
From windscreen wash to engine oil, regular fluid checks are essential to help
your vehicle live longer – and keep you safe.
Change the filters
Filters keep the fluids your car uses clean. Oil, fuel (petrol or diesel) and air all
have their own separate filters, which need to be changed at varying intervals.
Oil and air filters should be replaced at every annual service.
Diesel cars also use a particulate filter (DPF), which can become blocked and is
expensive to replace. However, most issues can avoided by simply driving your
car regularly. Click here for advice on DPF maintenance.
Replace the spark plugs
Spark plugs are an essential part of your petrol engine, and should generally be
changed at every service.
Is your car running rough? It could be the plugs. If you’re handy with a set of
spanners, they’re a relatively easy job to tackle in your garage at home.
Check your tyres
Safety should be reason enough to keep your car tyres in tip-top condition, but
financial savings are an added incentive.
Keeping your tyres inflated to the recommended pressures will save you money
at the pumps. According to Michelin, tyres under-inflated by 15psi will lead to six
percent more fuel used.
Keep your car clean
Your car might be running like a watch, but keeping it clean is also good for its
health. Road grime, salt, bird mess: it all adds up to, at best, sorry-looking paint.
At worst, it will cause corrosion of your car’s bodywork and internal parts.
A clean car, both inside and out, will live for longer. It could also protect you
from harmful bacteria and disease.
Use your garage
The best way to protect your car from the elements is to keep it away from them.
Parking overnight in the safety of a garage will offer decent protection from birds
and the weather, not to mention car crime.
It still needs to be washed from time to time, though.
continued
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Kick the clutter
Weight equals excessive wear and tear. Clear the clutter out of your car and it’ll
corner, stop and drive better overall. It will also use less fuel.
Less weight makes everything better when it comes to cars, as Lotus has been
telling us has been telling us for years.
Drive smoothly
Service, clean, and keep your car safe all you want; if you don’t drive it correctly,
things will go wrong.
That means avoiding hard acceleration and anticipating stops so you don’t have
to slam on the brakes. Don’t rush the gears or sling the steering wheel around.
That said, your engine will appreciate a zesty drive every so often.
Use your car’s equipment
Use it or lose it: what’s true of your body also applies to your car. Features like
air conditioning and electric windows can seize over time. If you drive
a convertible car, retract its roof every so often.
If nothing else, using certain features will confirm they still work, so you can get
them fixed if not.
Keep the battery healthy
Batteries are fickle devices that need to be used to stay healthy. Leave your car
for a while and the battery will go flat and degrade, especially in the UK’s
variable climate.
If you know your car will be standing for a while, buy a trickle charger to keep the
battery topped up.
Don’t scrimp on parts
You’d be upset if you got second-rate organs for a transplant because they were
cheaper. So don’t cut corners on car parts.
In general, OEM (original equipment manufacturer) parts are best. If you’re
buying aftermarket items, do your research – and only buy from reputable
brands.
Rust-proof your car
Better to prevent now than fix later. Before your car rusts away, before you’ve
even washed it for the first time, it’s a good idea to get it rust-proofed.
Paint-protection wraps work well, and touch-ups of stone chips and other
exposed metal will keep the orange wolf from your car door. An inspection
underneath and, if necessary, a coating of underseal could be a good
investment.
Don’t modify your car
The original parts that came on your car have all been tested over hundreds of
thousands of miles.
If in doubt, keep things standard, or your car may suffer for it. A modified car is
likely to be worth less when you sell, too.
STRANGE BUT TRUE
In 1696, William III of England introduced a property tax that required those
living in houses with more than six windows to pay a levy. In order to avoid the
tax, house owners would brick up all windows except six. (The Window Tax
lasted until 1851, and older houses with bricked-up windows are still a common
sight in the U.K.) As the bricked-up windows prevented some rooms from
receiving any sunlight, the tax was referred to as “daylight robbery”!
[9]

WHAT IS E10 PETROL AND WILL
IT DAMAGE YOUR CAR?
The UK has now introduced E10
unleaded petrol. The fuel will help
reduce CO2 emissions, but could
cause problems for older cars.
E10 petrol was introduced across
the UK from September 2021.
However, research by the RAC
shows 24 percent of drivers remain
unaware of the new fuel – and
around 600,000 cars aren’t compatible with it. Here, we explain what E10 is,
including its pros and cons.
The difference between the old E5 and new E10 grades of petrol is quite simple.
The numbers refer to the percentage of bioethanol in the fuel. E5 has five
percent and E10 contains 10 percent.
Petrol and diesel had already been renamed at the pumps, to E5 and B7, to
inform motorists of their biofuel content.
Why the switch to E10 petrol?
The main reason for bringing in E10 is to reduce carbon dioxide (CO2)
emissions. The Department for Transport says CO2 output will be cut by around
750,000 tonnes a year.
This is around two percent less CO2 per car, or equivalent to taking 350,000
cars off UK roads.
The move will help achieve climate change targets, and meet the government’s
Renewable Transport Fuel Obligation – designed to encourage use of biofuels.
What are the problems with E10 fuel?
The worry is that some older cars suffer when filled with E10 petrol. The
bioethanol can be corrosive to many components, including hoses, seals,
plastics, gaskets and even certain metals in the fuel system.
This can damage fuel pumps, injectors, pressure regulators, carburettors and
fuel tanks. And it’s worth noting that ‘older’ doesn’t necessarily mean classic
cars. Many more recent models could sustain damage if filled with E10.
When asked in parliament what assessment she has made of the issues with
E10 for older vehicles, Rachel Maclean, Parliamentary Under Secretary (DFT)
said: “One of the main barriers to introducing E10 has been vehicle compatibility.
Currently, around 95 percent of petrol cars used in the UK can use E10.”
“This number is expected to decrease as vehicles come to the end of their life.
However, some classic and cherished vehicles that are not advised to use E10
will remain in use. The prolonged use of E10 fuel in those older and classic
vehicles not under manufacturer warranty can cause corrosion of some rubbers
and alloys used in the engine and fuel systems. For those vehicles, the
department remains committed to ensuring that E5 is retained as a protection
grade.”
On the latter point, the official government statement says: ‘We’ll also require the
higher-octane Super grade to remain E5 to provide protection for owners
of older vehicles.’
continued
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So drivers still have the option of E5 fuel, albeit at a significantly higher cost
(typically around 12p more per litre than standard unleaded).
Moving the CO2 around
The RAC has also raised concerns about the retention of E5 as a ‘protection
grade’ of petrol. While perhaps less of an issue for classic car owners, its higher
cost could put a strain on low-income drivers.
Furthermore, fuel forecourts may not have the capacity to incorporate both E5
and E10 grades. That could further affect motorists, particularly in rural areas.
A more general issue, highlighted by the Federation of British Historic Vehicle
Clubs, is logistics. It’s reported that the only UK refinery for the E10 fuel additive
is no longer running. The environmental benefit of the E10 rollout could thus be
negated by the emissions cost from shipping.
Getting the word out about E10
Then there’s the issue of publicity. Drivers need to be made aware of the
changes to fuel grades. To this end, a government E10 checker tool has been
launched.
Visit the website and enter your vehicle details for the official verdict on whether
you can use E10 petrol.
Finally, some words of reassurance from RAC fuel spokesperson, Simon
Williams: “For the overwhelming majority of drivers with compatible vehicles, the
introduction of E10 petrol will make little difference, other than a possible slight
reduction in fuel economy.”
ZEBRA CROSSINGS - SAVING LIVES
FOR 70 YEARS
Seventy years ago, on 31st October 1951,
zebra crossings were introduced officially
in the UK. The first one was in Slough,
Berkshire.
The crossings had been trialled over two
years at 1000 experimental sites, but in
195l the black and white striped pedestrian
crossings were approved, with their
flashing Belisha beacons, and all drivers
were required by law to stop as soon as a pedestrian set foot on them.
The crossings were the brainchild of Yorkshireman and traffic engineer George
'Dr Zebra' Charlesworth, a physicist who had worked on the Barnes Wallisdesigned bouncing bomb during the war. His zebra crossings were certainly
responsible for saving many lives.
The Belisha beacons, an integral part of the crossing but used since 1934, were
introduced by Leslie Hore-Belisha, who served as Minister of Transport at the
time.
Zebra crossings were adopted throughout the world, from continental Europe to
North America, Singapore and Australia. They have now been superseded to
some extent in the UK by pelican crossings, which are controlled by lights.
These were introduced in I969. While zebras were named because of their
appearance, a pelican crossing (originally pelicon) is so named as a contraction
of the phrase 'pedestrian light controlled'.
[11]

Group Night Diary

Meetings are held at the Small Hall, Crofton Halls, York
Rise, off Crofton Road, Orpington, BR6 8PR
Doors open 7.15pm for 7.45pm start

8th March 2022
59th AGM
(with Guest Speaker to be advised)

14th June 2022
(To be Advised)

13th September 2022
(To be advised)

If you would like to organise a Group Night or have any
suggestions for a Speaker, then please contact a
member of the Committee.
Their details can be found on page 24.

[12]

Want to Drive on the Skid Pan?

Following the group’s successful “Skid Pan Experience” at the Essex Skid
Pan, Kelvedon recently, we will be booking another date later in the year
(please see our website for further details).
There are some names already on the list for the next event, so if you want
to go, get your name down early to avoid disappointment.
The visit will start with a briefing on what you will be doing including safety
instructions. There are 10 places and there will be 2 instructors who will
give a demonstration on the skid pan and then you will be able to drive with
the instructor and practise what you will have been shown; to create a skid
and to be able to keep control, hopefully!
The cost is £60 each and you will be using the skid pan cars which are
both front and rear wheel drive.
Please let Michaela Halse have your name by e-mail, telephone, text or
post to:39 Great Queen St.
Dartford
Kent
DA1 1TJ
E-mail to: michaelahalse121@gmail.com
Phone: 020 7802 3240 Mobile: 07860 409493

Book now to avoid missing out!
[13]

FORGET ANDROID, AUTO-PARKING
SENSORS TOP THE LIST OF MOST
WANTED FEATURES FOR YOUNG DRIVERS
When drivers consider the best gadgets to have
on their next car, it is great to see safety
concerns are at the top of the list for young
motorists. Added to the risk of damage to their
car, cost of repairs and lack of spaces, maybe
it’s no surprise that many motorists go to great
lengths to avoid reversing into tight and tricky
parking spaces.
But according to research by the UK’s largest independent road safety charity,
IAM RoadSmart, young drivers are ready to kick parking problems to the kerb
once and for all as they look for vehicles fitted with parking sensor technology.
In a survey commissioned by IAM RoadSmart of more than 1,000 drivers aged
17-24, young drivers were asked to rank a number of optional extras from 1 to
10, with 10 being the most important and 1 being the least important, when
purchasing a new car. Indeed, parking sensors took top spot on young drivers’
wish lists, with an average score of 7.5 while Android Auto was surprisingly the
least important.
Neil Greig, Director of Policy and Research at IAM RoadSmart, commented:
“Having grown up in an age of mobile phones and social media, 17–24-year-olds
are a demographic who have embraced how technology can make everyday
decisions and activities easier, and clearly this is no different when it comes to
keeping it between the lines or squeezing into tight spaces.
“Crucially, parking sensors, also make Britain’s roads a safer place to be, as
poorly parked or protruding vehicles can often obstruct the vision or restrict
mobility of other road users.”
However, Neil went on to warn young drivers that parking sensors should not be
a substitute for practising good driving habits: “Parking sensors don’t always
work and still need the back up of looking all around, checking mirrors, signalling
and expecting the unexpected.”
The survey also revealed that parking sensors are not the only form of
technology that young drivers are looking for when purchasing a car. According
to the research, Bluetooth connectivity (7.23), satellite navigation (7.19) and
autonomous emergency braking (6.85) rank as the next most important
technology features young drivers look for when purchasing a car.
Meanwhile, Android Auto (5.32) and perhaps surprisingly, the once popular
sunroof (5.78) was ranked as the least important features by young drivers.
Neil concluded: “Technology will play a vital role in improving road safety in
years to come, so it’s great to see that young people are looking for features
which either directly or indirectly help with making Britain’s roads safer. Always
buy the most modern car you can afford to make sure you reap the benefits of
recent safety engineering improvements. We all think we are five-star drivers,
but a five-star car could save your life when you make that one critical mistake.”
[14]

17 PEOPLE DIED IN CRASHES INVOLVING
DRIVERS DISTRACTED BY PHONES IN 2020
Seventeen people were killed on Britain’s roads last
year in crashes involving drivers distracted by mobile
phones, new analysis shows as the Government
unveils tougher rules for using the devices.
A further 114 people were seriously injured and 385
were slightly injured in such collisions, Department
for Transport figures show.
More than one in six of those killed or seriously
injured were either a pedestrian or a cyclist,
highlighting the threat posed to vulnerable road
users from drivers preoccupied by phones.
Under current UK laws, drivers are banned from
texting or making a phone call – other than in an
emergency – while using a handheld device.
From 2022, drivers will not be allowed to take photos
or videos, scroll through playlists or play games on their phones when driving.
Anyone caught using their hand-held device while driving will face a £200 fixed
penalty notice and six points on their licence.
Drivers can still use devices such as sat navs and mobile phones using satellite
navigation, if they are secured in a cradle but motorists must take responsibility
for their driving and can be prosecuted if the police find them not in proper
control of their vehicle.
Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said: “By making it easier to prosecute
people illegally using their phone at the wheel, we are ensuring the law is
brought into the 21st century while further protecting all road users.
“While our roads remain among the safest in the world, we will continue working
tirelessly to make them safer, including through our award-winning THINK!
campaign, which challenges social norms among high-risk drivers.”
The crackdown comes after a public consultation which found 81% of
respondents supported proposals to strengthen the law.
The Highway Code will also be revised to make it clear that being stationary in
traffic counts as driving and hand-held mobile phone use at traffic lights or in
motorway jams is illegal except in very limited circumstances.
Joshua Hughes, head of the complex injury team at London-based law firm Bolt
Burdon Kemp, said the outcome of drivers being distracted by phones “can be
catastrophic”, and “too many deaths and injuries occur as a result”.
He described the tougher rules being introduced as “an easy win”, as they will
close a “loophole” which allows drivers to escape prosecution for scrolling
through music or playing games on their phones.
Mary Williams, chief executive of road safety charity Brake, said the changes,
coinciding with Road Safety Week, were “very welcome”.
President of the AA Edmund King said: “By making mobile phone use as socially
unacceptable as drink-driving, we are taking big steps to make our roads safer.
For years, the AA has campaigned hard and helped educate drivers to the
dangers from bad mobile phone use.
continued
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“To help ensure drivers get the message, we also need more cops in cars to
help catch and deter those still tempted to pick up.”
RAC road safety spokesman Simon Williams said: “As our phones have become
more sophisticated, the law has not kept pace and this has allowed some drivers
who have been using their handheld phones for purposes other than
communicating to exploit a loophole and avoid the maximum penalty.
“While this announcement is clearly good news, it’s absolutely vital that the new
law is vigorously enforced, otherwise there’s a risk that it won’t deliver the sort of
behaviour change that will make our roads safer.”
JUST 17% OF NEW CARS HAVE A
TRADITIONAL HANDBRAKE
Less than a fifth of new cars come with a
traditional hand-operated handbrake,
according to new research.
The decline of the manual handbrake is
picking up pace, falling from 30 per cent in
2019 to 24 per cent in 2020, now sitting at
17 per cent in 2021.
The study by online car marketplace
CarGurus shows that even smaller
models are now making the switch, with the Vauxhall Corsa dropping the
manual handbrake in the past year.
Other cars to have made the change include the Seat Leon and BMW 4 Series.
Many major manufacturers, including Volvo, Alfa Romeo, Jaguar, Porsche and
Mercedes-Benz no longer have any vehicles on sale with a traditional
handbrake.
The only manufacturer to offer a manual handbrake across its range is Abarth.
Car Gurus says the latest drop has come from two factors. The first is that
Mitsubishi has stopped selling cars in the UK, removing a few traditional models
from the market, while the second will have a much bigger impact – sales of
electric vehicles are growing.
So far in 2021, there has been an 86 per cent increase in the number of electric
vehicles sold in the UK, while plug-in hybrid vehicles have increased 90 per
cent.
Chris Knapman, editor at CarGurus UK, said: “Last year we forecasted the
existence of the manual handbrake on new cars only has a few years left, and
our latest data causes us no reason to believe otherwise with there being an
even greater decline in 2021 than there was between 2020 and 2019.
“The rapid shift towards electric vehicles will only speed up the demise of the
manual handbrake, leaving many traditionalists who are looking for the tactile
feel and mechanical simplicity of a manual handbrake scratching their heads.
CarGurus has taken a look at the cars on sale today with a manual handbrake
and put together a few highlights. In the coupe segment, the Ford Mustang
comes highly recommended, while the Mazda MX-5 is a great affordable sports
car.
In the supermini segment there’s the Seat Ibiza, or if you’re looking for a large
SUV there’s the Toyota Land Cruiser.
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WORD SEARCH ~ SEAS AND OCEANS
Hidden in the grid below are the names of 24 different Seas and Oceans.
They may read horizontally, vertically or diagonally, but always in straight lines.
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WHAT ARE THE RULES AROUND ESCOOTERS? CONFUSION REIGNS!
 E-scooters are limited to private land
unless in a government trial area
 This has led to confusion on where trial
areas actually are, with one third of
IAM RoadSmart members not knowing if
they are in a trial area or not
 Riding an e-scooter outside of rental zones
could land you with a £300 fine, six points on your licence and your e-scooter
could even be impounded by the police
The UK’s largest independent road safety charity, IAM RoadSmart, is calling for
more to be done to control the number of e-scooters being used illegally
on public roads.
This comes as a web survey of over 1,400 of the charity’s members has
revealed that e-scooter users could be unknowingly riding them illegally with
around a third of those surveyed thinking there was a trial in their area when
there wasn’t. As it stands, the only e-scooters that can be used on public roads
are those rented as part of government-backed trials. More than 50 areas are
currently operating rental schemes – including major cities such as Birmingham,
Bristol, Liverpool, and selected London boroughs.
Such lack of public awareness has led to e-scooters being let loose in towns and
cities across the length and breadth of the country without proper regulation.
Neil Greig, Director of Policy and Research at IAM RoadSmart commented:
“Alarmingly, e-scooters have become a relatively common sight on the
roads in locations which are not participating in the official government-backed
rental scheme.
“Clearly more needs to be done to educate those who wish to use e-scooters,
which is why we wish to remind e-scooter riders that they are only permitted to
be used on public roads where government-backed trials are taking place. If
our members who are road safety conscious and observant are confused, then it
doesn’t bode well for the rest of the country!”
Neil went on to warn that those who continue to ride e-scooters on public
roads could be slapped with hefty fines: “Education should be the preferred
method to take e-scooters off the UK’s streets in areas they
are not permitted. But in cases where the message is not getting through, we
support deterrents and penalties such as fines, seizing of vehicles and penalty
points on driving licences.”
Indeed, e-scooter culprits could face fines of up to £300 and six points on their
licence if caught by the police. It only takes six points accumulated within the
first two years of passing a test for a new driver’s licence to be revoked.
Neil concluded: “As the use of e-scooters surge, so do the safety
challenges. For those who reside in an area where an e-scooter trial is being
conducted, we urge riders to take as many safety measures as possible such as
wearing a helmet. For the government we once again urge them to complete the
pilot studies that have been running for over a year and clarify the law on escooters once and for all.”
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NEW MOBILE PHONE LAWS FOR MOTORISTS: WHAT YOU NEED TO
KNOW
The government is strengthening the rules surrounding the use of mobile
phones in cars. This change has been brought about as the number of ways we
use our phones has increased, with smartphones now used for a variety of
different reasons rather than just calls and messages.
So what do you need to know about these rule changes? Let’s take a look
below.
So what exactly is changing?
Though it’s already illegal to text or make a phone call (other than in an
emergency) from a hand-held device, these new rules go one stage further.
These new laws will ban drivers from using their phones for other reasons, such
as when taking a picture, recording a video or playing a game.
It also covers scrolling through playlists when in traffic.
Are there any penalty points if I’m caught using my phone?
Yes. Anyone caught using their hand-held device behind the wheel now faces a
£200 penalty and six points on their licence.
That also means that if a driver is caught for this offence within two years of
passing their test, they could have their licence revoked.
What about stationary traffic? Can I use my phone then?
Absolutely not. In fact, the government is revising the Highway Code to make
things clearer in this area, stating that being in stationary traffic still counts as
driving.
This is the same case for waiting at traffic lights or sitting in a traffic jam. Using
your phone at these times is illegal, unless in very exceptional circumstances.
When will these new rules come into force?
The Department for Transport (DfT) has said that the new rules will come into
play ‘next year’.
Can I still use my phone as a sat-nav?
Of course. But it must be ‘hands-free’, so secured in a cradle when being used
like this. However, drivers must still be in proper control of their vehicle and
police could charge them if they find them to be driving irresponsibly.
What about contactless payments? Can I still make those?
The Government has added an exemption to the rules with regards to
contactless payments. It means that drivers won’t be charged for using their
phones to make payments when at certain areas, such as a toll or drive-through
restaurant, when stationary.
What has government said about it?
Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said: “Too many deaths and injuries occur
while mobile phones are being held.
“By making it easier to prosecute people illegally using their phone at the wheel,
we are ensuring the law is brought into the 21st century while further protecting
all road users.
“While our roads remain among the safest in the world, we will continue working
tirelessly to make them safer, including through our award-winning Think!
campaign, which challenges social norms among high-risk drivers.”
continued
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And have motoring groups reacted to the news?
RAC road safety spokesman Simon Williams said: “We strongly welcome the
Government’s strengthening of the law on handheld mobile phone use behind
the wheel. As our phones have become more sophisticated, the law has not kept
pace and this has allowed some drivers who have been using their handheld
phones for purposes other than communicating to exploit a loophole and avoid
the maximum penalty.
“Our research suggests that more than one-in-10 younger drivers admit to taking
a photo or video while driving, while six per cent say they have played a game.
“While this announcement is clearly good news, it’s absolutely vital that the new
law is vigorously enforced otherwise there’s a risk that it won’t deliver the sort of
behaviour change that will make our roads safer.”
DO SPEED CAMERAS STILL NEED
PAINTED ROAD MARKINGS?
The history of UK speed cameras dates
back to 1992, when the first Gatso was
installed in London. Do cameras still
require road markings?
It’s nearly 30 years since Britain’s firstever speed camera was installed on
Twickenham bridge in Surrey.
The Gatso (short for Gatsometer) was
the first fixed speed camera to gain Home Office Type Approval (HOTA). Trials
began in 1988, before they were approved for use as enforcement devices in
1992. A Gatso uses radar to measure speed, then two static images for use
when issuing tickets.
Gatso speed cameras – officially called ‘safety cameras’ – were originally grey,
but a change in the law stipulated that all cameras must be visible to drivers.
They also featured removable film, which had to be checked by operators.
Digital versions that don’t rely on film arrived in 2007.
You’ll know if you’ve been caught by a Gatso, because a flash illuminates the
car and its registration number. Crucially, it also captures the white calibration
lines painted on the road.
Are road markings required?
There are two types of white lines, also known as Dragon’s Teeth. Some will be
painted in the centre of the lane, while others are found on the edges of the lane.
Some Gatso cameras are accompanied by no road markings, either because
the camera housing is a dummy or the road has been resurfaced.
As this Freedom of Information (FOI) request highlights, “there is no laid down
distance [for road markings] and [they] can vary by both area and site”.
If the speed camera is to be used within Section 20 of the Road Traffic
Offenders Act, the lines or some other distance reference need to be present, so
a secondary check can be carried out. The lines on the road are normally set at
5ft, 6ft, 1m or 2m intervals.
This is an important point, because Gatso speed cameras DO NOT require road
markings for the speeding ticket to be enforceable.
continued
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The lines are there to make it easier for safety camera partnerships to provide
the necessary evidence. Photogrammetry is a more effective secondary check.
Alternatively, other fixed features could be used to make the assessment of the
distance travelled by the vehicle between the two images in the evidence. An
example could be the road markings in the centre of the road.
‘Offence could still be prosecuted’
We contacted a road safety partnership for clarification. We were told that “if no
lines are present an offence could still be prosecuted”.
The National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) guide for the operational use of
speed and red-light offence detection technology sheds more light on the
subject.
Section 16.2.2 states: ‘HOTA unattended automatic devices will have a second
independent method of checking the primary speed measurement. One such
method offered by manufacturers is the taking of two photographs of the
offending vehicle at a known time apart, which can be compared with the
distance travelled within that time interval to drive at the speed of the vehicle.
Only approved methods of secondary checks should be utilised.’
Modern speed cameras do not rely on road markings to catch speeding
motorists. Take the SPECS digital cameras, which measure the average speed
between two cameras. These are commonly found on A-roads, or to enforce
temporary speed limits on motorways.
The fact is, speed cameras have never needed painted road markings, they
were simply there for evidence and enforcement purposes. However, that’s not
to say that the markings can’t be used by motorists who feel a speeding ticket
has been issued unfairly.
If in doubt, don’t speed. If you see a camera, assume it is operational and that
you will get caught if you speed past it.
MORE THAN 3/4 OF DRIVERS THINK TOO
MUCH IN-CAR TECH CAN BE DISTRACTING
More than three-quarters of drivers only want incar technology that is useful in making life easier
and more comfortable instead of systems that
make driving more confusing, a new survey has
revealed.
Conducted by Dacia, the study of 2,000 UK
drivers found that 76 per cent of people thought that too much technology in a
car can be distracting, while 61 per cent would rather own a more affordable car
with just the technology that they actually used, rather than paying for pricier
extras which don’t get used.
Of those drivers who own a car with many systems and features, around a third
think that there are too many fitted in the first place while 69 per cent believe that
modern in-car technology has become too complicated.
On average, drivers only use around 40 per cent of the technological features
fitted to their cars, with those aged between 25 and 34 being the ones who use
the greatest numbers of features in their vehicles. However, even with this age
group, it’s less than half of the overall technology fitted with a lot of the more
complex features left unused. Some of the most-used features on a car include
digital radio, parking sensors and Bluetooth connectivity.
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HOW ARE WINTER POTHOLES
FORMED?
Winter weather wreaks havoc on
Britain’s malnourished roads. A lack of
investment, plus the impact of ice, snow
and water leaves some road surfaces
resembling the surface of the moon.
According to the RAC Pothole Index,
drivers are now 50 percent more likely to
suffer a pothole-related breakdown than
when the organisation first began
collecting data in 2006.
Potholes cost Britain’s motorists £4 billion in repairs every year. Hit one, and you
risk damaging the car’s wheels, tyres, steering, suspension or bodywork. You
can click here to learn how to claim compensation for pothole damage.
A company called Roadmender Asphalt has developed an Elastomac product
that is being trialled with councils. It’s a flowable repair material made from
recycled products, which welds itself to the road and delivers a totally waterproof
permanent repair.
The company says that by eliminating the need to excavate the patch, the
process requires 80 percent less material, with no waste to carry away.
Contractors are able to complete five times more patches a day.
The hole story
Roads are constructed in layers. The top layer is water-resistant and curved to
drain water off the road. Over time, cracks appear due to the stresses caused by
traffic, but also through constant heating and cooling. The road expands during
the day, but contracts overnight.
These small cracks allow water to seep below the surface and into the
underlying layers of the road. During cold nights, the water freezes and expands.
This ice thaws during the day, with the water flowing into a different section of
the road. The pavement contracts and leaves gaps in the surface, where water
can be trapped.
Traffic causes these cracks to widen, allowing even more water to seep in and
freeze during the night. This constant freeze-thaw cycle weakens the road
surface. As the material breaks down, a pothole is formed.
The UK ranks 37th out of 141 countries on the World Economic Forum’s road
quality index. To combat the pothole problem, the government enlisted the help
of delivery companies to create a pothole map of the UK.
Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said: “I want our roads to be as safe as
possible, so during the lockdown we resurfaced hundreds of miles of road. But I
want to go further by identifying critical potholes and ensuring these are fixed as
quickly as possible.
“We’re teaming up with delivery companies, who know the roads well, in order to
map out where remaining potholes exist and then relentlessly target them with
our record £2.5 billion pothole repair fund. Better road surfaces benefit motorists
and cyclists alike ensuring the back to school and work environment is safer for
everyone.”
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TAILGATING AMONG THE DRIVING
TRAITS BRITS HATE THE MOST
Driving too fast and hogging the middle
lane are among the top 10 driving traits
Brits hate the most.
However, in a survey of 2,000 people, it
was reckless driving that came out on
top, with 61 per cent saying it annoyed
them.
The research by car dealer group
Jardine Motors found tailgaters were the second most annoying motorists (55
per cent), followed by people who don’t use their indicators.
Road rage (49 per cent) came fourth, followed by really fast drivers (44 per cent)
and really slow drivers (37 per cent).
Middle lane hogging was surprisingly far down the list, annoying less than a third
of those surveyed (31 per cent).
A quarter of drivers hate those who don’t react or adapt to traffic, while 23 per
cent got annoyed by others dawdling at traffic lights and junctions. The top 10
was completed by overly cautious motorists, with 16 per cent saying it annoyed
them.
Looking more closely at the data shows some variance among age groups. For
example, 40 per cent of those in the 18-24-year-old segment found slow drivers
annoying, compared with just 29 per cent of over 65s.
This was reflected elsewhere, too, with 41 per cent of over 65s describing their
own driving style as cautious, compared with just 29 per cent of 18-24-year-olds.
By contrast, eight per cent of younger drivers admitted they were reckless
behind the wheel.
When comparing genders, 48 per cent of men described themselves as
confident drivers, while just 35 per cent of women said the same.
TESTS FOR CARELESS ELDERLY DRIVERS TO AVOID FINES
A scheme allowing over-70s to avoid prosecution for careless driving should be
rolled out across the UK, experts have recommended.
'Fitness to Drive' assessments, which are currently used by a handful of police
forces, evaluate motorists who are caught committing offences such as skipping
a red light or driving too slowly. lf the driver is found to be unsafe, a report is sent
to the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) who make a final decision
on whether to revoke their licence. lf not, they are sent away to get lessons and
offered another assessment within three months.
Those being evaluated would avoid the typical £100 fine and three penalty
points given to careless drivers
ln a report, the Government-funded Older Drivers Task Force said that rolling
out the scheme nationwide could reduce deaths and injuries among older
drivers.
Steve Gooding, of the RAC Foundation, said the scheme would allow elderly
drivers to remain safe and mobile'.
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