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COPY DATE FOR DECEMBER SEGMENT IS  
1ST NOVEMBER 2021 

EDITORIAL 
 

With the clocks going back in a couple of weeks it is worth thinking about the 
consequences of driving in poorer light, especially at each end of the day.  

Vision becomes less distinct and it is always worth checking your light bulbs and 
keeping the lenses on your lights clean as more of your driving will be done in 
darker driving conditions. 

To emphasise this, IAM RoadSmart issued a Driving Tip which I have 
reproduced below. 

Stay safe and enjoy your driving. 

 
DRIVING TIP - CLOCKS GOING BACK 

With the clocks going back on Sunday 31st  
October, now is the ideal time to give your 
vehicle the “once over” to ensure it is fit for 
the long nights ahead. 

 Darker days and deteriorating weather 
conditions start to take their toll on the 
car’s headlights very quickly. Keeping 
them clean with a wipe over means you 
will see better and, crucially, you will be 
seen more easily too. 

 Checking all the bulbs are all still working at the front and rear only takes a 
moment. You can sometimes do this by using reflections from shop 
windows, for example, when you are stuck in traffic.  

 If your battery is a bit sluggish starting now, it makes sense to get a new 
one before the cold mornings start. 

 Making that sure your windscreen is clear – with a non freezing, non 
smearing bottle top up – is essential. Technically it is an offence not to have 
your windscreen washer working. Rubber wiper blades themselves should 
not smear. If they do, try giving the blades a wipe over which might mean 
that you don’t need to replace them. 

 There are products available that help create a water resistant film across 
the outside of the windscreen, which improves visibility by moving water 
and dirt. 

 Quite often a film builds up within the screen as well which makes driving at 
night feel like you are dealing with a series of oncoming blurs. 

 The onset of autumn leaves and winter weather will also mean your tyres 
need to be up to scratch. Are the pressures correct and are the tyres 
damaged or worn? The legal requirement is a 1.6mm tread depth but with 
winter conditions you may feel safer with 3mm. 

These pre-winter checks don’t take long to do but could mean that you and your 
car are safer on the road.  
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DRINK DRIVING IS THE MOST COMMON REASON UK MOTORISTS LOSE 
THEIR LICENCE 
The most common reason for motorists in the UK to lose their licence is drink 
driving according to new research. 
A Freedom of Information (FoI) request found that 192,100 people have been 
disqualified for this reason in the past four years, a long way ahead of drug 
driving, which was the second most common reason at 68,170. 
The research by car leasing firm Moneyshake found driving while disqualified 
was third (31,611), speeding was fourth (17,155), and driving without insurance 
was fifth (14,512). 
Perhaps surprisingly, dangerous driving was only sixth, with 13,909 banned 
since 2017. 

Looking more deeply at the data reveals that drug driving offences have almost 
doubled in the past three years, growing from 11,972 in 2017 to 19,568 in 2020. 
In the four-year period covered by the original FoI request, over 68,000 drug 
drivers have been prosecuted. The number of people banned for speeding has 
also seen a significant jump, growing 60 per cent between 2017 and 2019, while 
an average of four car thieves were banned every day. 

Moneyshake notes that legislation was changed recently to allow driving bands 
to be extended at discretion, but some offenders could still find their bans expire 
before their prison time is done, meaning they can legally drive upon leaving. 

The rest of the top 10 most common reasons for getting a ban were aggravated 
theft of a vehicle (6,653), careless driving (4,981), accident offences (2,670) and 
failure to identify driver (1,174). 
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MOT GARAGES PASS NEARLY 
ONE IN SEVEN VEHICLES THAT 
SHOULD HAVE FAILED 
Close to one in seven vehicles that 
passed their MOT last year should 
have failed, according to a new 
investigation. 
The study, conducted by What 
Car?, used analysis by the Driver 
and Vehicle Standards Agency 
(DVSA) that found that 13.58 per 
cent of vehicles that passed their MOT should have failed. When applied to the 
UK’s cars, this equates to more than 2.9 million vehicles that should have had 
an MOT fail, rather than a pass. 
For the 2019-2020 MOT Compliance Survey, a team of DVSA examiners 
retested a randomly selected sample of 1,671 vehicles that had undergone an 
MOT test at a UK test station. The study looks to understand whether cars are 
being correctly tested, but the DVSA disagreed with the test outcomes in 16.82 
per cent of cases, with 3.23 per cent of failures deemed to be worthy of a pass 
certificate instead. 
In 70.1 per cent of cases, the DVSA found at least one defect that hadn’t been 
recorded by the test centre, while the DVSA also disagreed with three or more 
defects in 56.5 per cent of vehicles. 
Steve Huntingford, editor of What Car?, said: “Our investigation has shown the 
significant differences between the DVSA’s own testing standards and those 
upheld by some in the industry. 
“This poses a serious concern, with potentially hazardous vehicles being allowed 
to remain on the road, putting their drivers and other road users at risk. It also 
complicates matters for used buyers who often rely on a vehicle’s MOT history 
as an indicator for a car’s safety and reliability.” 
Safety-critical features such as brakes and suspension were subject to the 
biggest discrepancy between the DVSA and MOT testers, with brakes having 
the highest number of misdiagnosed defects at 17.74 per cent. This was 
followed by suspension, tyres and lights, reflectors and electrical equipment with 
14.56, 13.22 and 11.51 per cent respectively. 
Following the findings, the DVSA has issued 24 disciplinary action recordings 
and 178 advisory warning letters to the test centres involved. 
Chris Price, DVSA’s head of MOT policy, said: “We carry out the MOT 
Compliance Survey to maintain MOT standards. The survey targets a random 
selection of vehicles and is designed to identify problems with MOT testing in 
order that we can put them right. 
“The public can play their part in maintaining high MOT standards by reporting 
any concerns to us on GOV.UK.” 

HOW TIMES CHANGE! 

100 years ago everyone owned a horse and only the rich had cars.  

Today everyone has cars and only the rich own horses. 
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NEW ASSOCIATES 

Welcome to the following new Associates who have recently joined the Group:

Germaine Asabere Graham Melrose Andrew Fiddy 

Brian Joyce  Andre Fearon  Nichola Blake  

Andris Jegers  Sean Ritchings  Godfrey Whitley 

Ian Brown  Bob Garbutt Michael Kidd  

                   Ramakrishnan Subramanian                  Tony Costin  

TEST PASSES 

Congratulations to the following who have recently passed their IAM RoadSmart 
test:- 

Neil Paterson (1st) Daphne Morgan Nicholas Kent (1st) 

A FEW ONE-LINERS 

 Money talks....all mine says is goodbye! 

 If you think nobody knows you're alive? Try missing a payment. 

 If flying is so safe, why do they call the airport the terminal? 

NEW TREASURER 

I am pleased to announce that Philip Grohmann is to be our new Treasurer 
replacing John Boreham who is stepping down for personal reasons. On behalf 
of the Committee I would like to express our thanks for all the work John has 
done to keep the finances in good order over the last few years. We shall miss 
his wise counsel and wish him well in his retirement from the Group. 

Peter Gray, Group Treasurer 

TECHNIQUES TO REMEMBER 
STOPPING DISTANCES 

Stopping distances are not easy to 
remember. That’s unless you know a 
special trick… which we’ll reveal here. 

It takes a bit of maths, but bear with it. 
All you need to do is multiply the speed 
by intervals of 0.5, starting with 2. That’ll 
give you the stopping distance in feet, 
which is acceptable. For example… 

There are 3.3 feet in a metre – so divide the distance in feet by 3.3 to get the 
stopping distance in metres although you will probably need a calculator for that! 

20mph x 2 = 40 feet 

30mph x 2.5 = 75 feet 

40mph x 3 = 120 feet 

50mph x 3.5 = 175 feet 

60mph x 4 = 240 feet 

70mph x 4.5 = 315 feet 
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HOW CAN I HELP EMERGENCY 
SERVICES ON A BLUE LIGHT 
JOURNEY? 
Ensuring that you create a clear path 
for an emergency services vehicle on 
a blue light journey is a key part of 
helping them out. It can be stressful 
on occasions; blue lights appear in 
your rear-view mirror and you’re not 
sure where to go in front of you in 
order to let them through. 
Fortunately, GEM Motoring Assist has revealed some key ways that drivers can 
help clear the path for an ambulance when it’s on a blue light journey. 
At traffic lights 
An emergency services vehicle won’t want you to go through a red light, so don’t 
feel pressured to break the law and run a red. If you’re the first in a queue of 
traffic waiting at a light, then stay calm, patient and allow the ambulance to find a 
path around you. 
At roundabouts and junctions 
If you’re coming up to a roundabout and can see an ambulance approaching, 
look at its position and you’ll be able to judge where it’s planning to go. If you’re 
at the junction, be patient and wait for the emergency services vehicle to pass – 
be mindful that there might be another vehicle behind it, so check carefully 
before moving off. 
Solid white lines 
When you’re travelling on a road with solid white lines, a blue-light vehicle will 
likely switch off its siren as overtaking isn’t allowed on these roads. So keep 
going – at the speed limit if possible – until the solid white lines end. At this 
point, it will no doubt switch its sirens back on and overtake you. 
On dual carriageways and motorways 
Whenever you’re travelling on a dual carriageway or motorway, always keep to 
the left when an emergency vehicle is approaching. When you’re in slow-moving 
or stationary traffic, an emergency vehicle will use the hard shoulder so keep out 
of it unless you’ve got an emergency of your own. 
However, if there’s no hard shoulder, you can allow an emergency vehicle 
through by creating an ‘emergency corridor’ whereby the lanes of traffic divide to 
create a clear path through the middle. 
Smart motorways 
When you’re on a smart motorway, one or more lanes might be closed and it’ll 
be signified by a red ‘X’ on the overhead gantry. Always keep out of these red ‘X’ 
lanes as emergency services will use these in order to get to the problem 
quickly. 

MEDICAL NEWS 
A man walks into the doctors with a car steering wheel attached to the zipper on 
his trousers. 
The doctor looking confused says " how on earth did that happen" 
The man replies "I don’t know, but its been driving me nuts all day"  
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POLICE CAN NOW INSTANTLY ACCESS 
DVLA DRIVER PHOTOS TO SPEED UP 
ROADSIDE CHECKS 
 Police forces are now able to instantly 
access driving licence photos to confirm 
motorists’ identity at the roadside, saving 
time and reducing the number of arrests. 
The new tech developed by 
the DVLA enables officers to access the 
organisation’s photograph database almost immediately via a handheld smart 
device 
This compares to a wait of up to 16 minutes for officers to confirm identity 
without the new tech. 
In some cases, it has taken so long, it has resulted in an arrest as the motorist is 
taken to the station to complete the checks. 
The DVLA estimates the technology, which has been used in pilots by selected 
forces since August 2019, has saved more than 14,000 hours for Road Police 
Unit Officers. 
It has made roadside checks up to 66 percent faster. 
18 police forces are already using the tech, with 10 more in coming weeks – and 
the service set to roll out across all 46 police forces across the UK. 
The innocents 
“This development will not only free up valuable police time but also make sure 
innocent drivers can get back on their journeys quicker,” said roads minister 
Baroness Vere. 
DVLA chief executive Julie Lennard said the new tech is something that will 
“directly benefit citizens. 
“The ability to support quicker and more robust roadside checks for motoring 
offences through the better use of technology is something we were pleased to 
help deliver.” 
The DVLA says photographs are accessed via sourcing the motorists’ driving 
licence number from the Police National Computer. 
This allows them to access the correct image from DVLA records. 
The police officer receives the images solely to complete the check – they are 
only accessible during the enquiry and are not retained. 
Nearly 90,000 driver images have already been accessed by police during the 
trails. 

STRANGE BUT TRUE 

 Many years ago in England, pub frequenters had a whistle baked into the rim or 
handle of their ceramic cups. When they needed a refill, they used the whistle to 
get some service. 

     'Wet your whistle' is the phrase inspired by this practice. 

 In Shakespeare's time, mattresses were secured on bed frames by ropes. When 
you pulled on the ropes the mattress tightened, making the bed firmer to sleep 
on. Hence the phrase......... 'goodnight, sleep tight.' 

 Many years ago in Scotland , a new game was invented. It was ruled 'Gentlemen 
Only…Ladies Forbidden'... and thus the word GOLF entered into the English 
language. 
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WHICH LANE SHOULD I USE ON 
AN UNMARKED ROUNDABOUT? 
Roundabouts have been in use for 
more than 100 years. They’re 
designed to keep traffic moving at 
busy intersections and are far safer 
than more traditional junctions, such 
as crossroads. 
The modern concept of a mini-
roundabout was developed in the early 
1970s as a means to improve road 
capacity and reduce delays at existing junctions. They’re also used as traffic 
calming measures, particularly in residential areas. 
You’ll have been taught how to use a roundabout as part of your driving lessons. 
Many aspects will be familiar, such as travelling in a clockwise direction, giving 
way to traffic from the right and using the car’s indicators to signal your 
intentions. 
Choosing the correct lane on an unmarked roundabout is a little trickier and it 
depends on your desired direction of travel. It also means that you need to get in 
position before you reach the roundabout. 
Rule 186 of the Highway Code is clear on certain aspects of using a roundabout, 
but ambiguous on others. 
Taking the first exit (left) 
Signal left and approach in the left-hand lane. 
Keep to the left on the roundabout and continue signalling left to leave. 
Taking an exit to the right or going full circle 
Signal right and approach in the right-hand lane. 
Keep to the right on the roundabout until you need to change lanes to exit the 
roundabout. 
Signal left after you have passed the exit before the one you want. 
Taking an intermediate exit 
Select the appropriate lane on approach to the roundabout. 
You should not need to signal on approach. 
Stay in lane until you need to exit the roundabout. 
Signal left after you have passed the exit before the one you want. 
In all cases, the advice is valid unless signs or road markings say otherwise. The 
Highway Code also states: ‘When there are more than three lanes at the 
entrance to the roundabout, use the most appropriate lane on approach and 
through it.’ 
The general rule of thumb is to use the left-hand lane to go straight ahead if the 
exit is in the ‘12 o’clock’ position. Anything beyond this requires the use of the 
right-hand lane, unless you’re told otherwise. This is the advice given in the 
book The official DVSA guide to driving: the essential skills.  
Common sense is required 
Yes, common sense is required. On a roundabout with three exits (not including 
the entry road), the left-hand lane could be used for the second exit, even if it’s 
beyond the ‘12 o’clock’ position. There is no right or wrong lane – you should 
use your own judgement and be aware of other road users.                  continued 
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Use the right-hand lane (or keep to the right of the lane) when taking the third 
exit. Signal your intentions after you have passed the second exit, moving 
across to the left while using your mirrors to keep an eye on other road users. 
Remember, somebody joining the roundabout after you could be in your blind 
spot on the left-hand side. 
A mini-roundabout could feature a single lane, but the same principles of 
signalling and road positioning still apply. It’s important to use the mini-
roundabout in the correct manner; driving over the central island to go straight 
on isn’t permitted. You must also circumnavigate the roundabout to turn right. 
Some roundabouts make it easier. For example, if there are three entry lanes 
and three exits, you use the left-hand lane to turn left, the middle lane to go 
straight on and the right-hand lane to turn right. 
In some cases, particularly if the exit at ‘12 o’clock’ has two lanes, you could find 
somebody using the middle or right-hand lane to go straight on. Keep an eye on 
your mirrors and stick to the left-hand side of the roundabout. 

ALMOST HALF OF MOTORISTS SUPPORT MAKING 20MPH THE NEW 
30MPH 
New research by IAM RoadSmart, the UK’s largest independent road safety 
charity, reveals that support for reducing the speed limit on all urban roads from 
30mph to 20mph has increased in recent years with almost half of drivers now in 
favour.   
Overall, 44% of drivers surveyed agree all current 30mph limits should be 
replaced with a 20mph limit, a 13% increase from the same representative 
sample surveyed in 2014.  
Crucially, areas outside schools were seen as the highest priority for reducing 
speed limits to 20mph, receiving support from an overwhelming 89% of 
respondents. 
The main reasons put forward by supporters of a blanket reduction in the speed 
limit are to ‘make the roads safer’ (49%) and ‘reduce accidents / saving 
lives’ (24%). 
Meanwhile, those against argue that 20mph is too slow and that individual roads 
or areas should be considered rather than a blanket ban. 
Significantly, just over half of drivers, 54%, would like the road outside their 
home to have a 20mph limit, much higher than 44% when the survey was last 
conducted seven years ago, possibly indicating that lockdown may have made 
people more aware of their immediate environment. 
Neil Greig, IAM RoadSmart Director of Policy & Research, said: “Improving road 
safety is key but a blanket ban on reducing 30mph speed limits to 20mph speed 
limits isn’t necessarily the best route. 
“Each situation needs to be decided on a case-by-case basis, with local 
considerations and consultation playing an important role.” 
Further findings from the study found strong support for a ‘soft touch’ for drivers 
caught speeding up to 30mph in a 20mph zone, with 64% of respondents 
favouring a tailored driver education course rather than a fine for offenders. 
Neil added: “The key requirement for any 20mph zone must be that it is self-
enforcing and self-explaining through signposting and road markings that makes 
sense, or by installing high quality traffic calming features.” 
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NONE FOR THE ROAD – MYTHS OF DRINK DRIVING 

Did you know that any amount of alcohol can take you over the limit? It varies 
from person to person due to age, weight, gender, and metabolism. It also 
depends on type of alcohol, time of day, hydration, and fatigue levels. 
Can you honestly say you are aware of all facts and fiction? Can you therefore 
make an informed, sensible decision? If in any doubt stick to Nonefortheroad, 
read on to find out why this is our recommendation.   

Here are the facts you need to consider. While Drink Driving casualties have 
dropped over the last few years, they still resulted in nearly 8700 people being 
killed or injured in 2018.  Think before you take out your vehicle not just the day 
of drinking but the next 24 hours. Rather than think before you drink, before you 
drive; think before every trip.  

Richard Gladman, Head of Driving & Riding Standards & Product Development 
at IAM RoadSmart dispels some of the myths and highlights the lasting effects: - 
The morning after – it’s not just the night before that you need to be sensible 
about and plan. When you get up the next day you’ll need to know if you’re fit to 
drive. Do you know how long it takes before alcohol is at a low enough level for 
you to drive? There is a calculator here (for England and Wales) and here (for 
Scotland), but rather than wait until the next morning, have a look now, you will 
probably be shocked! Every drop counts and if you don’t count the alcohol, you’ll 
be counting the cost! 

One for the road – even just one drink can put you over the limit. One large 
glass of wine 250ml (13%) means you need to wait 4 ½ hours before getting 
behind the wheel. A small one 125ml (15%) is 3 hours. Think about this if you 
have a lunchtime tipple.  

A cheeky G&T single 35ml (37.5%) will take 2 ½ hours to absorb with a double 
70ml meaning you need to wait 4 hours. That means you’ll need to avoid your 
vehicle for 3 to 4 hours before you can consider approaching it let alone driving. 
After those 4 hours you’ll be OK, only time counts to absorb that alcohol! Any 
less and you’ll risk the safety of yourself, others and your licence.  
All pints are not equal – a pint of Lager - Tetley’s (3.6%) will require 3 hours 
from the second you finish to clear your system. Guinness/Stout (4.1%) 3 ½ 
hours and Carlsberg Special Brew Super Strength 500ml (9%) a 5 ½ hour stint!  

Cocktails as you should expect, are easy to drink but have longer lasting effects. 
Mojito 176ml (11.7%), Margarita 87.5ml (34.3%), Long Island Iced Tea 80ml 
(31.5%), Sex on the beach 225ml (11.4%) or a Pina Colada 200ml (10%) take 3-
4 hours. If you’re indulging in 2 for 1 then, double the time it’s going to take to 
recover!  Don’t forget alcohol is accurately measured in an establishment as 
they will be counting the cost.  Home measures can be more generous and even 
more lethal. 

Anything left in the car? It’s not just driving while drunk you can get caught for. 
Being ‘in-charge’ of a vehicle extends to having the keys, collecting items from 
the car, and is not limited to sitting in the driver’s seat with the engine 
running.  Leave the keys and the vehicle at home! Why take the chance of 
having to explain your intentions to the court. 

continued 
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Time is the key. Nothing else works, you should never rely on any other 
method. Showering, sleeping, copious amounts of coffee and even eating won’t 
suffice. The only thing that counts is time. That’s time from the last drop drunk to 
it working out of your system. 
Eating is a myth - Eating food won’t help you absorb alcohol faster; in fact, it 
can slow it down. Alcohol is absorbed into the body via the small intestine, not 
the stomach. So, if you’ve eaten it will take LONGER for the alcohol to reach 
your intestine. While, eating a kebab or pizza AFTER a night out drinking won’t 
soak up the alcohol consumed, eating a meal prior to, or alongside drinking, 
slows the rate in which the alcohol is absorbed.  You might therefore feel better, 
not get drunk as easily but it doesn’t help with the time factor. That required four-
hour time limit could increase to six before you can get back behind the wheel.  
Long last effects – The hangover might be done in a day but the effects of 
getting caught will last years. A drink driving endorsement DR10 will remain on 
your licence for up to 11 years. That’s drive or attempt to drive. 1 in 9 drivers are 
caught the morning after, for failing a breath test.  
While there are legal limits, these differ from England to Scotland. Crossing the 
border to Scotland from England or Wales changes the limits. Measured in 
micrograms per 100 millilitres; (Blood is milligrammes per 100 millilitres as is 
urine) the limits are: 
Breath is 35 lowering to 22 for Scotland: Blood 80 lowering to 50 for Scotland 
and Urine 107 dropping to 67 for Scotland.  
Penalty points – it’s more than the points. A drink driving positive test will lead 
to a conviction, imprisonment and a ban. It’s also a criminal offence so you’ll 
have a criminal record which may prohibit you from travel to certain countries. 
This applies to the USA.  
Travel restrictions – Drunk in charge of a vehicle (remember that’s not limited 
to driving) could lead to 3-month imprisonment, a £2,500 fine, and a ban. Drink 
Driving means an unlimited fine and 6-month sentence plus a driving ban of 1 to 
3 years. Refusing to provide a specimen or sample you won’t get away with. 
Causing death while under the influence has the heaviest penalty, as you would 
expect, of up to 14 years in prison, a two-year ban, unlimited fine and you’ll have 
to reapply for your licence. The impact on your conscience will no doubt last for 
a lot longer.   
A sobering thought for all? This is why IAM RoadSmart encourage NONE for 
the road. The facts will hopefully burst the fiction bubble.  
It’s a complicated process if you consider all of the above. If you’ve had one too 
many, will you remember what you’ve drunk? Can you make a true calculation 
before getting behind the wheel? Rather than worrying about how much you can 
have, think about how long it takes to work out of your system and don’t drink if 
you must drive. That means from the last drop until the second you approach the 
vehicle. It could be even longer than 12 hours if you have more than one glass 
or pint.   

MORE PUNNIES 

 I lost my job as a stage designer. I left without making a scene. 

 When I told my contractor I didn’t want carpeted steps, he gave me a blank stare. 

 Bono and The Edge walk into a  bar and the bartender says, “Oh no, not U2 again.”  
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Group Night Diary 

 
 

14th December 2021 
Christmas Quiz 

(with buffet) 
(SUBJECT TO COVID RESTRICTIONS) 

 
 

8th March 2022 
59th AGM 

(with Guest Speaker  to be advised) 
 
 
 

14th June 2022 
(To be Advised) 

If you would like to organise a Group Night or have any 
suggestions for a Speaker, then please contact a 
member of the Committee. 
 

Their details can be found on page 24. 

Meetings are held at the Small Hall, Crofton Halls, York 
Rise, off Crofton Road, Orpington, BR6 8PR 

Doors open 7.15pm for 7.45pm start 
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Following the group’s successful “Skid Pan Experience” at the Essex Skid 
Pan, Kelvedon recently, we will be booking another date (please see our 
website for further details). 
 

There are some names already on the list for the next event, so if you want 
to go, get your name down early to avoid disappointment. 
 

The visit will start with a briefing on what you will be doing including safety 
instructions. There are 10 places and there will be 2 instructors who will 
give a demonstration on the skid pan and then you will be able to drive with 
the instructor and practise what you will have been shown; to create a skid 
and to be able to keep control, hopefully! 
 

The cost is £60 each and you will be using the skid pan cars which are 
both front and rear wheel drive. 
 

Please let Michaela Halse have your name by e-mail, telephone, text or 
post to:- 

 

39 Great Queen St. 
Dartford 

Kent 
DA1 1TJ 

 

E-mail to: michaelahalse121@gmail.com 
 

Phone: 020 7802 3240  Mobile: 07860 409493 

Book now to avoid missing out! 

Want to Drive on the Skid Pan? 
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WHAT SHOULD YOU LOOK FOR WHEN BUYING A USED CAR? 
Buying a used car is a process thousands of people go through. For many, 
buying a second-hand motor is a cheaper and more affordable way of getting 
mobile and with thousands of used cars available across the UK, there are 
plenty of options. 
But what should you look out for when buying a used car? Here, we take a look 
at some of the key aspects you need to think about. 
Mileage 
The number of miles that a car has covered has an impact on how much it’ll cost 
to buy and the amount of wear-and-tear it has taken on. However, mileage does 
make more of an impact on certain vehicles more than others. 
For instance, a diesel car will fare better with higher miles – providing it has 
been well serviced – compared to a smaller-engined petrol car. It’s always worth 
double-checking that a vehicle’s claimed mileage matches up with the mileage 
posted on its MOT records – something you can easily check online. 
Servicing 
A good service history is a sign that a car has been looked after. For older 
vehicles, it might be the case that servicing has been carried out by a local 
mechanic or specialist, but there’s no need to worry – provided it has been 
checked over routinely, any issues should have been rectified. 
If a car doesn’t have a thorough service history, you’ll be able to get more 
money off. Of course, this comes with additional risk as a lack of service history 
could throw up some mechanical issues in the future. 
Interior wear and tear 
There are some areas to check when it comes to a car’s interior. The seat 
bolsters – the padding on either side of the main part of the seat – can often 
prove prone to damage as people get in and out of the car, while the central 
armrest can also get some abuse. 
Check the gearstick too. If it’s worn it could be a sign that a car has had quite a 
hard life, so check closely. 
Tyre wear 
Tyres are a crucial part of a car’s setup. After all, they’re the one point of contact 
between the vehicle and the road. They’re expensive, too, so it’s best to check 
that any car you’re looking to buy has tyres that are in decent shape. 
Check the sidewalls of the tyre for cuts or bulges and ensure that the tread has 
at least 1.6mm of depth. You can measure this using a 20p coin – if the outside 
band is obscured, then the tyres are within the legal limit. If you can see the 
band, then they need replacing and you’ll need to negotiate with the seller about 
the cost of replacements. 
Outstanding finance 
Many people buy their cars via finance options, which is why it’s so important to 
check whether any vehicle you’re looking at doesn’t have any outstanding 
finance on it. If you bought the car and registered it in your name, you could be 
liable for any outstanding payments. 
The best way to check is via an online search. There are many third-party 
suppliers who will be able to give you a comprehensive history check – including 
any outstanding finance – for a small fee. It’s well worth doing.  

continued 
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Lights and signals 
It’s a good idea to give all of the major controls, lights and signals a press to 
make sure that they’re operating correctly. You should also bring a friend who 
will be able to check that all of the lights and indicators work as they should 
while you operate the controls from the inside of the car. 
Test drive 
One of the crucial parts of buying a used car is the test drive. Of course, at the 
moment it’s a good idea to drive while wearing a mask if you’re being 
accompanied by the owner and give the main controls a sanitise beforehand too. 
When it comes to what to look out for, check the brakes for smooth, steady 
operation. You should also ensure that when accelerating the power is delivered 
in a smooth fashion without any misfires or lumps. 
As far as steering goes, a good trick is to drive to a large empty area – a 
supermarket car park is ideal – and drive slowly while putting on full steering 
lock in both directions. Do the same in reverse and it should flag up any issues 
with the steering or suspension. Always remain aware of your surroundings 
when doing this and take your time. 

HIGHWAY CODE CHANGES ‘WILL PUT 
PEDESTRIANS AT TOP OF ROAD USER 
HIERARCHY’ 
New changes to the Highway Code, 
including putting pedestrians at the top of a 
new “road user hierarchy”, have been 
announced by the Transport Secretary. 
The proposed changes, which are due to 
receive parliamentary approval in the 
autumn, will also give pedestrians priority at 
zebra crossings and junctions as well as raising further awareness about the 
dangers of speeding. 
It comes as part of a £338 million package to boost cycling and walking across 
the country from the Department for Transport (DfT). 
The increased funding aims to encourage the public to make “sustainable travel 
choices” to make “air cleaner and cities greener”. 
The DfT said the investment would also be used to cover infrastructure 
upgrades such as the construction of hundreds of miles of new cycle lanes. 
Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said: “Millions of us have found over the past 
year how cycling and walking are great ways to stay fit, ease congestion on the 
roads and do your bit for the environment. 
“As we build back greener from the pandemic, we’re determined to keep that 
trend going by making active travel easier and safer for everyone. 
“This £338 million package marks the start of what promises to be a great 
summer of cycling and walking, enabling more people to make those sustainable 
travel choices that make our air cleaner and cities greener.” 
The DfT said the new version of the Highway Code will include a “hierarchy of 
road users” that ensures those who can do the greatest harm, such as those in 
vehicles, have the “greatest responsibility to reduce the danger they may pose to 
others”. 



[16] 

SHOCKING NEW SPEEDING STATS FROM DEPARTMENT FOR 
TRANSPORT  
Over 50% of cars and vans were speeding in towns and on motorways in 
2020 according to latest statistics 
The latest statistics on vehicle speed compliance for 2020 in Great Britain, 
released today by the Department for Transport, paint a worrying picture 
according to IAM RoadSmart, the UK’s largest independent road safety charity. 
The statistics revealed most drivers and motorcyclists exceeded the speed limit 
on 30mph roads and motorways.  
More free flowing traffic conditions in 2020, resulted in 56% of cars exceeded 
the speed limit on 30mph roads compared to 53% on motorways and 12% on 
national speed limit single carriageway roads. 
Compared to pre Covid-19 and lockdown conditions, in 2019, 54% (2% less) of 
cars exceeded the speed limit on 30mph roads, 50% (3% less) on motorways 
and 9% (3% less) on national speed limit single carriageway roads. 
While cars 55%, LCVs (vans) 55% and motorcycles 58% were the worst 
offenders on motorways larger vehicles, HGVs and buses scored the highest on 
national speed limit single carriageways. 
% of vehicles exceeding the speed limits by road class in Great Britain, 2020 
Neil Greig, IAM RoadSmart Director of Policy & Research, said “It is worrying 
that one in two drivers on motorways and 30mph roads exceeded the speed limit 
in 2020 when they were given greater opportunity.   The increases are not as 
marked as we might have expected, particularly on rural 60mph roads, so there 

is some positive news here that many drivers can still be influenced and help us 
all ‘build back safer’.  Getting back on track will require greater investment in 
roads policing but for now the goal of making speeding as anti-social as drink 
driving looks far from being achieved.”  
“The report also showed figures for ‘20mph roads with no traffic calming’ which 
are still far too high (87% exceed the limit) indicating an urgent need for more 
investment in changing road character and environment to reinforce 
understanding of posted limits.” 
Neil continued “Due to Covid-19 and the national lockdown in Great Britain over 
four months of restrictions resulted in more free flowing traffic conditions in 2020. 
While restrictions have continued in 2021 with Freedom Day around the corner 
all vehicles will need to adjust to increased ‘normal’ traffic levels and regulate 
their speed accordingly to improve road safety and avoid fines.” 



[17] 

WORD SEARCH ~ INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS 
 

Hidden in the grid below are the names of 24 different International Airports. 
They may read horizontally, vertically or diagonally, but always in straight lines. 

R P J I K C I W T A G K N S E 

A P X R B H M O R L Y A R E F 

T O G T A A A R F O R I L U Z 

E K L P R R R H Q I L M K S Q 

L Z O N A L C T T B P U C E R 

E A O A J E O A B F O H D L O 

S N K R A R P E O K I B L J N 

A O C R S O O H A P T A E O I 

L E I A D I L A H K G N I K P 

E H W C D E O O C U L R F W M 

T C T C P N L H A K U A S E A 
R N S M A A A R U G Q V T M I 

O I E C S N D L N Z A U R L C 

P T R S G I A E R R E S A B P 

M T P I A D B A Y A P B H T S 

ARLANDA FUKUOKA LA GUARDIA PORTELA 

BARAJAS GATWICK LUQA PRESTWICK 

BEN GURION HARTSFIELD MARCO POLO SCHIPHOL 

CHANGI HEATHROW MCCARRAN SELETAR 

CHARLEROI INCHEON NARITA SUVARNABHUMI 

CIAMPINO KING KHALID ORLY TEMPELHOF 
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GOVERNMENT BANS ICONIC GB STICKER AND 
URGES BRITONS TO BUY NEW UK 
NUMBERPLATE INSTEAD 
Rules on British number plates are set to change for 
the second time in nine months. Britons will no 
longer be able to use a GB sticker on their car when 
abroad but must opt for a UK version instead. 
A year after Britain left the EU, the Government 
changed the rules on British number plates, 
unveiling a new design. Now, that design will 
change again in a few months.  
The Government has told the UN secretary-general 
that it will be changing the sign needed on British vehicles when abroad. 
Currently, Britons must put a ‘GB’ sticker on their car before travelling to another 
country, except if they have a number plate that also features these initials, 
underneath the Union Jack. 
However, Boris Johnson’s cabinet is now changing ‘GB’ to ‘UK’. 
By the end of the year, all Britons must show these letters somewhere on their 
vehicle before leaving the country. 
The move comes just months after the Government informed the public of a new 
British number plate earlier this year. 
On the first anniversary of Brexit on January 31, 2021, transport secretary Grant 
Shapps unveiled the new design, which had on it the letters ‘GB’ under a flag of 
the Union Jack. 
At the time, Mr Shapps tweeted: “Brits will be able to drive on the Continent 
without GB stickers thanks to new reg plate with Union Flag and GB.” 
Previously, number plates in Britain had featured GB, but under a circle of EU 
stars. 
Welsh and Scottish people could travel abroad with number plates displaying the 
Welsh or Scottish flag, but only if they also placed a GB sticker on their vehicle. 
They will still be able to use their nation’s identifier when the rule changes, but 
the GB sticker will no longer be valid. 
All Britons will either need to buy the new number plate featuring the letters UK 
or make sure they have a sticker displaying the same letters. 
Therefore, people who ordered Mr Schapps’ new design earlier this year must 
now buy a UK sticker to put alongside it to make it legal. 
Government sources told the Times the change is “inclusive of Northern Ireland” 
and will “promote the whole of the UK abroad”.  
The new rules on vehicle signs will come into place on September 28, marking 
the end of the summer holiday season. 
However, the change has disappointed some number plate suppliers. 
One has told the AA it will need four to six months to update plates to the UK 
version, leading it to lose orders. 
Meanwhile, Edmund King, President of the AA, said the GB sticker was part of 
“our motoring heritage”. 
If Britons fail to display the letters UK somewhere on their vehicle when abroad 
after the end of September, they will be fined. 

continued 
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But the penalty will depend on the law of the country concerned. 
The Government’s website does not yet include information on the new UK 
number plates or stickers, but it does remind Britons what they must currently do 
if travelling abroad with a vehicle. 
The website states: “If your number plate includes the GB identifier with the 
Union flag (also known as the Union Jack), you do not need a GB sticker. 
“But you will need to display a GB sticker clearly on the rear of your vehicle if 
your number plate has any of the following: a Euro symbol, a national flag of 
England, Scotland or Wales, numbers and letters only – no flag or identifier. 
“If you’re in Spain, Cyprus or Malta, you must display a GB sticker no matter 
what is on your number plate.” 

POLICE WARN DRIVERS OF KEYLESS CAR THEFT RISE DUE TO 
'WEAKNESSES IN ELECTRONIC SECURITY' 
Keyless car thefts by criminals using signal relay devices are increasing, 
the police are warning owners. 
Provisional figures from the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) show a 3.1 
percent increase between May 2021 and June 2021 in vehicle crime. Luxury 
cars brands like Audi, BMW, Tesla and Land Rover are some of the main targets 
for thieves. 
Keyless thefts now account for just under half of all “theft of” vehicle claims, 
despite only one in 100 cars having a keyless entry system. 
According to the NPCC, organised crime gangs are using relay technology to 
receive the short-range signal from a key inside a house and transfer it to a 
portable device. 
If the signal is recognised, the car doors unlock automatically or will with a press 
of a button, allowing them to steal the car. 
Most of these crimes take place at night to ensure that no one can notice what 
the thieves are doing. 
Research from LV= General Insurance showed that vehicle theft claims in 
London alone had increased by 265 percent since 2016. 
In addition, Birmingham, Nottingham and Greater Manchester had seen 
individual increases of over 100 percent. 
Assistant Chief Constable Jenny Sims, the NPCC’s lead for vehicle crime, 
commented on the seriousness of the crime. 
She said: “Whilst the rapid development of technology has dramatically 
improved the experience of drivers it has also allowed criminals to exploit 
weaknesses in electronic security. 
“We are working closely with car manufacturers to help them design out crime by 
sharing intelligence and equipment seized from criminals.  
“We are already making substantial progress in this regard. 
“I would urge drivers to take simple steps to keep their vehicle safe like storing 
your keys in metal tins or protective pouches that block the devices criminals are 
using. 
“A return to basics like making sure your car is locked is worthwhile too. We 
know from research that some owners think that cars automatically lock – they 
don’t. 

continued 
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“Always double check before you walk away that it’s locked. 
“These crime gangs care little for the impact they have on ordinary people, but 
they should know that police are coming after them. 
“We are carrying out proactive operations every single week and as recent 
results show, they can expect to spend a significant time in prison when we 
catch them.” 
In July, seven members of an organised crime gang were convicted of more 
than 50 keyless thefts in Leicestershire. 
The vehicles totalled more than £2.4 million and the criminals were jailed for a 
total of more than 30 years.  
Five people in Liverpool were sentenced to more than 23 years in prison after 
being convicted for a range of offences including the theft of keyless cars 
totalling around £2.6 million.  
Cheshire Constabulary also secured the conviction of a man for several car and 
key burglaries, and he was sentenced to more than seven years imprisonment 
last week. 
Jack Cousens, head of roads policy for the AA, said: “Technology sold as a 
convenience for drivers is becoming the best tool for car thieves.” 
Although the police have issued a warning to drivers, the overall theft of, and 
from, motor vehicles was down by 21 percent in the latest ONS figures. 

THE ROAD TO ENLIGHTENMENT BY JOHN MEDHURST (SE GROUP MEMBER) 
I have an inquiring mind which has led of late to a study of the major world 
religions. I have bought and read books on Christianity, Islam and Buddhism but 
did not expect to find a reference to motoring in any of them. 
My latest read is a book by Christmas Humphreys in the Teach Yourself Series, 
'Zen - A way of life'.  Despite his Christian name, Humphreys 
(1901-1983) was the founder of the Buddhist Society of London, as well as 
being a barrister and judge.  His book on Zen Buddhism begins by discussing 
the basic doctrine of Buddhism, explains its expansion across Asia and then 
turns to Zen itself, the manifestation of Buddhism in Japan.  To grossly over 
simplify the student of Zen seeks to achieve 'satori', an enlightenment that 
cannot be explained but only experienced, an experience which changes the 
whole personality and its attitude to the world. 
To quote from his book  " All action speaks aloud to the Zen eye, and all action 
should be 'right' for the Zen practitioner" and then he goes on "I am tempted to 
apply the analogy for the ideal driving advocated by the Institute of Advanced 
Motorists in London, that a driver should be at all times driving with full 
concentration, yet relaxed, in the right gear at the right time in the right traffic 
lane having regard to where he wants to go.  And he should drive safely (with 
'ahimsa', non-hurting) for himself, his passengers and other users of the road.  
Should we not drive in this way in every situation, in business, in committee, 
round a cup of tea?" 
This was written in 1962. Was Humphreys a member of the Institute I wonder?  
Did he achieve enlightenment?  Are we the present members on the verge of 
'satori'?  Is enlightenment around the next corner? 
I am staying alert.  Its more likely to be a broken down lorry or a herd of cows! 

continued 
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SIGNIFICANT RISE IN NEWLY 
QUALIFIED DRIVERS LOSING THEIR 
LICENCE 

There has been a significant rise in the 
number of newly qualified drivers losing 
their driving licence within the first two 
years of passing their test reveals a 
Freedom of Information (FOI) request by 
IAM RoadSmart. 

The worrying finding by the UK’s largest 
independent road safety charity shows 
disqualifications have risen sharply among this group in 2018, 2019 and 2020 to 
5,401, 7,484 and 7,975 respectively. 

Driving without insurance is one of the top reasons newly qualified drivers are 
falling foul of the Road Traffic (New Drivers) Act, with more than 12,000 caught 
driving without insurance documents since 2018.  

The new drivers Act, was introduced to give newly qualified drivers a 
probationary period of two years after passing their driving test.  During this time, 
drivers will lose their licence if they commit offences leading to six or more points 
on their licence.  For example two PCNs (penalty charge notices) for speeding 
would mean automatic disqualification. Once the newly qualified driver reaches 
six points they need to retake both their theory and practical driving tests again. 

Speeding was the second highest reason for newly qualified drivers to lose their 
licence, with more than 5,500 being convicted of this. 

Neil Greig, IAM RoadSmart Director of Policy & Research, said: “These figures 
paint a worrying picture. It is the responsibility of all drivers, whether they are 
newly qualified or more experienced behind the wheel, to drive safely and within 
the law at all times and to ensure the vehicle is roadworthy and insured for the 
purpose it is being used.” 

Other main reasons for new drivers losing their licence within their probation 
period, include failing to provide information about who was driving the vehicle 
when an offence was committed, and not being in control of the vehicle such as 
by using a mobile phone. 

Neil added: “Driver education is something that drivers should want to continue 
and develop as they gain experience behind the wheel. Post-test driver training 
such as an advanced course or driver training through employment allows the 
driver to continue to improve their confidence, skills and ability to drive safely on 
our roads.” 

The next book on my reading list is 'Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance'.  
In its introduction, the author explains that, despite its title, "it should in no way 
be associated with that great body of factual information relating to orthodox Zen 
Buddhist practice. It's not very factual on motorcycles, either." 
Fortunately I do not own a motorcycle! 
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DRIVERS WANT MOTORWAY SPEED 
LIMIT CUT WHEN IT RAINS 

Most drivers want a lower motorway 
speed limit in wet weather, a new survey 
suggests. 

The RAC poll of 2,100 motorists indicated 
that 72% would like the standard 70mph 
limit cut in wet conditions to boost safety 
and encourage better driving habits. 

Some 78% of respondents who supported 
a reduced motorway speed limit in the wet felt it would encourage some drivers 
to slow down, while 72% believed it was worth trying as it might save lives. 

Nearly two-thirds said it could improve visibility due to less spray from moving 
vehicles. 

Department for Transport figures show 246 people were killed or seriously 
injured on Britain’s motorways in 2019 when the road surface was damp, wet or 
flooded. 

That is up from 203 two years earlier. 

Separate Highways England data shows wet roads were a contributory factor in 
259 crashes on England’s motorways in 2018, while someone driving too fast for 
the conditions was at least partly responsible for 242 collisions. 

The Highway Code states that stopping distances in wet weather are at least 
double those on dry roads as tyres have less grip. 

In France, motorway speed limits are reduced from 130km/h (80mph) to 110km/
h (68mph) during inclement weather. 

Of the UK drivers surveyed, 17% wanted the maximum legal speed in wet 
conditions cut to 65mph. 

Some 33% wanted it to be 60mph, 8% were in favour of a 55mph limit, and 9% 
supported a reduction to 50mph. 

A further 14% would like the limit reduced but are not sure by how much. 

RAC data insight spokesman Rod Dennis said: “Statistically the UK has some of 
the safest motorways in Europe but it’s also the case that there hasn’t been a 
reduction in casualties of all severities on these roads since 2012, so perhaps 
there’s an argument for looking at different measures to help bring the number of 
casualties down. 

“Overall, our research suggests drivers are broadly supportive of lower 
motorway speed limits in wet conditions, as is already the case across the 
Channel in France. 

“And, while most drivers already adjust their speed when the weather turns 
unpleasant, figures show that ‘driving too fast for the conditions’ and ‘slippery 
roads’ are still among the top 10 reasons for motorway collisions and contribute 
to significant numbers of serious injuries and even deaths every year. 

“The overall success of any scheme would of course depend on sufficient 
numbers of motorists reducing their speed, but even just a proportion reducing 
their speed in the wet would be likely to improve the safety of the UK’s 
motorways.” 
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LONGER LORRIES COULD HIT 
BRITISH ROADS NEXT YEAR IN BID 
TO CUT EMISSIONS AND 
CONGESTION 

Longer lorries could be seen on British 
roads from next year following a nine-
year Government trial. 

The trial found the vehicles to be safer, 
more economical and better for the 
environment. 

Following the trial, the Department for 
Transport (DfT) has today published its response to its consultation on the 
introduction of ‘longer-semi trailers (LST), with the majority of respondents said 
to be in favour of their use. 

LSTs could remove up to one in eight freight journeys by carrying the same 
amount of cargo in fewer vehicles, which would reduce mileage, congestion and 
carbon emissions. 

The success of the trial means the DfT will now consider the use of LSTs 
outside of trial conditions, and suggests they could be rolled out sometime next 
year. 

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said: “This Government is committed to 
fighting climate change and decarbonising our transport network, and we are 
working at pace to achieve net zero by 2050. 

“Today’s announcement is a vital step forwards as we work to introduce more 
environmentally friendly freight to our roads and build back greener.” 

In response to the survey on LSTs, 57 per cent said they should be in general 
circulation and would help the haulage industry and Britain’s efforts to fight 
climate change. 

During the trial, there was an eight per cent reduction in the number of miles 
being driven and a 6.2 per cent reduction in pollutants expelled. With fewer 
trucks on the road, the number of collisions dropped, too. 

Following a positive consultation on the introduction of heavier-than-normal 48-
tonne lorries, a separate trial is set to begin on their use. They will be used to 
transport heavier containers directly to and from train depots to encourage more 
goods to be transported by train. 

The Government says the current limit of 44 tonnes means goods are dispersed 
between more lorries to be taken to their end destination by road. The trial would 
limit the heavier lorries to specific routes and journey lengths. 

A man is sitting on the road-side looking unhappy. A passer-by sees his glum 
face and asks what the problem is. “I’ve locked myself out of my car” the man 
replies. “No problem “ says the passer-by. “Let me try rubbing my backside on 
the door.” The motorist is perplexed but reckons that there is no harm in letting 
the man try. The passer-by puts his backside to the car and slowly rubs it up and 
down the door. Suddenly the lock clicks open. “That’s amazing” says the 
motorist. “How did you do that? “Easy” replied the passer-by. “I’m wearing khaki 
trousers.” 
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